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I N S I D E  
c o n s e n s u s 

Nicole Hamel and Brian Mitchell-Walker 

continued to meet weekly by phone to go over 

concerns as they arose, prepare for conference 

calls, do various website changes and follow up 

work to the various council meetings (with 

many, many, many emails and phone calls).  We 

celebrate the ongoing changes to our website 

and other materials such as the brochure and 

posters to make them increasingly bilingual. 

 

We continue to recognize that all the work of 

Affirm United/S’affirmer Ensemble could not be 

done without all of the council members and all 

the other volunteers involved in the activities 

across the country.  Much of Nicole’s and 

Brian’s work is networking with these many 

volunteers and supporting their work. 

 

Brian has become part of the GBLTT 

Consultation planning group along with Sally 

Harris and Linda Hutchinson.  This group will 

be seeking names and volunteers for facilitators 

of regional gatherings across the country.   

 

We thank our new bilingual Consensus team, 

Marie-Andrée Babin, Jackie Harper and Glen 

Warren.    We also appreciate the work of the 

Peterborough group (with the leadership of Judy 

Amsbury and Lynn Miller) for copying and 

distribution of Consensus.  We encourage all 

who are reading this issue of Consensus to 

consider submitting an article about what is 

happening in your area. 

 

Après avoir vu un reportage de télévision de 

Régina en français, Nicole est entrée en contact 

avec Francine Francine Proulx-Kenzle, membre 

du conseil national de PFLAG. À la suite d'une 

rencontre avec  Brian, Madame Proulx-kenzle  a 

accepté d'être des nôtres,  l'été prochain à 

Edmonton. Pour la première fois, nous aurons 

une francophone parmi les conférenciers.  

 

We wait in anticipation as the Senate deals with 

Bill C-389 to amend the Canadian Human 

Rights Act and the Criminal Code to include 

gender identity and gender expression as 

prohibited grounds of discrimination.  We are 

thankful for the cooperation from General 

Council staff (Alcris Limongi and Barbara 

Lloyd) in creating a Call to Action to support 

this bill.   

 

As we look forward to our AGM this summer.  

We are also aware of various positions that will 

need to be filled to continue the great work of 

Affirm United/S’affirmer Ensemble.  In our 

search for new people we also work towards 

having more intercultural representation.  If you 

are interested or know someone that you could 

suggest for the following positions, please 

contact Nicole and Brian.  Nicole will be 

finishing her term as co-chair and Andrea 

Nugent will be finishing her term as treasurer.  

So as well as looking for a treasurer and a co-

chair, we will also be looking to fill a member at 

large on our Council.   

 

Even in our second year of this new structure, 

we recognize there is much to be worked on and 

continue to be open to suggestions as to how 

best to carry out this volunteer work. 

 

Affirm United  
website 

www.affirmunited.ca 
There is more and more 
―informations en fran-
çais‖ on our web site.  

Have a look.  
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W 
hen Council Co-chairs Nicole and Brian 
asked if I would write an article on my 
experiences as Affirm United/S'affirmer 
ensemble’s International representative I 

enthusiastically said “YES!! I would love to do that!” And 
every time I have sat down to write something I would get 
stuck with “how do I begin writing about an ethos, an 
experience and the immense learning that occurs every 
time we meet? How do I even begin sharing with all of 
you the importance of Affirm United/S'affirmer ensemble’s 
witness and presence to such a gathering? 
 
Certainly the worthiness of Affirm United/S'affirmer 
ensemble’s presence rests in its long history of 
participation in ecumenical gatherings beginning with Ron 
Coughlin and championed by Brian Mitchall-Walker. This 
history is well documented and carries with it a standard 
of practice and engagement that has carried on through 
the years despite our small existence both in finances and 
in international recognition.  
 
The international gathering itself has shifted tremendously 
over the years beginning with a small group right up into 
the mid 2000’s. However with the merger of the National 
Gay and Lesbian Task Force the gatherings are 
increasing in size and scope. This increase has been 
somewhat diminished by the economic downturn and 
some of the ongoing funding is decreasing and the 
organizations are looking to merge resources and 
gatherings. To that end the council of Affirm United/

 

S'affirmer ensemble have discussed both pooling 
technological information and discussion is underway 
about an international joint board meeting. 
 
Along with shifts in size and resources the Welcoming 
Church Program Leaders Network has been blessed by 
subsidies that have provided food and facilitation. Both 
important aspects of any gathering!! Over the past year 
our meetings have been guided by the work and 
leadership of Beth Zemsky, a senior consultant affiliated 
with the University of Minnesota (www.bethzemsky.com ) 
She has supported this group of international faith leaders 
to learn more about how to coordinate, collaborate and 
share best practices regarding innovative strategies to 
develop and strengthen their denominations and their faith 
communities. The goal of her work has been to introduce 
these faith leaders to new models to build and strengthen 
their faith movements from an intercultural perspective. 
Her facilitation includes developing proficiency in applying 
Dr. Milton Bennett’s Developmental Model of Intercultural 
Sensitivity to organizational and congregational 
development, staff development, program planning, and 
professional coaching. Through Affirm United/S'affirmer 
ensemble participation in the WCPL Beth Zemesky is 
facilitator of the GLBTT National Consultation mandated 
by General Council.   

                 respectfully submitted Rev. Sally Harris 

Intentionally International 

Homophobia -  it’s a community affair 
 

Even if here in Canada rights of BLGT people are recognized, there is still a lot to be done in the case of transgender and transsexual 

people. We are still witnessing too much intolerance and hate. And many churches encourage discrimination on the basis of sexual orien-

tation and identity. In doing so they destroy the gospel’s message of inclusivity and communicate the image of a God whose love is  con-

ditional in his relationship with human beings.   Also, much could be said about ―ex-gay‖ therapy. Many get out of there with deep de-

pression and suicidal thoughts.  It is for all these reasons and more that ―Affirm United / S’affirmer ensemble‖ is asking you to join and 

participate in the ―international day against homophobia‖ by having a special worship dedicated to that day in your congregation. A the-

matic liturgy will be made for that day. 

May 22nd 2011 will be an opportunity for all the affirm congregations to restate their support and community engagement to share the 

good news. 

The people of God need your support. 

Marco Ste-Marie pour Affirm United /S’affirmer Ensemble 

marcostemarie@hotmail.com  

http://www.bethzemsky.com
mailto:marcostemarie@hotmail.com
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As Affirm United / S-affirmer ensemble’s international 
representative I had the honour of attending the Na-
tional Conference on LGBT Equality: Creating Change 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Each year this conference 
is held in a different region of the United States, at-
tracting over 2500 attendees from all over North 
America It is considered a unique environment where 
activists and leaders come together from diverse plac-
es and backgrounds to create a unique community 
that is both strengthening and inspiring to the partici-
pants.  

 

This year was historic!  
For the first time in its 23
-year history this secular 
Conference of the Gay 
and Lesbian National 
Task Force brought a 
faith track on board and 
included a plenary of 
faith leaders giving pub-
lic witness to different 
religious views that ac-
cept GLBTT people. The 
multi-faith conference 
called Practice Spirit; 

Do Justice was the culmination of three years of plan-
ning by the Welcoming Church Program Leaders Net-
work which Affirm United / S-affirmer ensemble has 
been a part of since the early 1990’s. Faith took a key 
place at the packed-house opening plenary that fo-
cused on a roundtable panel on how to embrace faith 
in the struggle for LGBT equality. The plenary was 
hosted by comic and social commentator Kate Clinton 
and pro-LGBT Minneapolis Mayor RT Ryback wel-
comed participants to the conference and the city. 

 
Rev. Rebecca Voelkel, the Task Force’s faith work 
director (and WCPL executive director) led the open-
ing keynote discussion with prominent pro-LGBT faith 
leaders:, Faisal Alam, founder of Al-Fatiha,  Bishop 
Yvette Flunder, founder of City of Refuge Community 
Church UCC,  Rabbi Joshua Lesser, leader of the 
Congregation Bet Haverim in Atlanta and Rev. Elder 
Nancy Wilson, moderator of the Metropolitan Commu-
nity Church. Their discussion revolved around the im-
portance of bridging the gap between secular and faith 
communities to achieve full equality and justice.  
 
At the plenary honoring the Indigenous Peoples of the 
Americas, internationally known poet and activist 
Chrystos delivered a poignant and provocative 
speech, discussing her life as a Two Spirit person and 

sharing the wisdom she gained during her 52 years of 
activism. “Everything you need to learn can be found 
for free, in close observation of your relationships with 
the earth, with each other and with yourselves,” she 
told the crowd. 
 
Another significant event was the release of the 
groundbreaking study on transgender discrimination, 
Injustice at Every Turn. It is the first large-scale study 
of its kind and this comprehensive report reveals the 
depth of discrimination against transgender and gen-
der non-conforming people in a wide range of areas, 
including education, health care, employment, and 
housing.  The study was based on the results from the 
National Transgender Discrimination Survey (NTDS) 
and on the responses from over 6,450 participants. 
One of the key finding was that despite the hardships 
they often face, transgender and gender non-
conforming persons persevere. Over 78% reported 
feeling more comfortable at work and their perfor-
mance improving after transitioning, despite the same 
levels of harassment in the workplace. 
 
These are a few of the highlights of the five-day pro-
gram that held over 250 workshops and training ses-
sions. The 24th National Conference on LGBT Equali-
ty: Creating Change will be held January 25 - 29, 2012 
in Baltimore, Maryland. For more information go to 
www.creatingchange.org 
 
I am deeply grateful to Affirm United / S-affirmer for 
this opportunity to be a part of creating change…                     
     
 
respectfully submitted, Rev. Sally Harris 

LGBT Equality 

http://www.creatingchange.org/
http://taskforceblog.files.wordpress.com/2011/02/faith-leaders-2.jpg
http://taskforceblog.files.wordpress.com/2011/02/faith-leaders-2.jpg
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Q 
ui n’a pas déjà regardé des vidéoclips du 
projet «It Gets Better», ou du plus récent 
«Le meilleur est à venir» ?  Ces 
mouvements ont vu le jour afin de 

dénoncer l’intimidation homophobe et 
d’encourager des jeunes qui en sont victimes.  
Quelle façon positive de démystifier l’orientation 
sexuelle et de promouvoir une société où chacune 
et chacun est reconnu comme personne digne de 
respect ! 
 
C’est un bon début, mais est-ce assez … pour un 
jeune qui ne sait pas s’il peut endurer une autre 
semaine d’intimidation à l’école, sans compter les 
deux ans qu’il lui reste avant de recevoir son 
diplôme… ou pour une moins jeune qui s’est 
sentie mise à part depuis quarante ans déjà … de 
leur dire que les choses vont s’améliorer ?  N’y a-t-
il pas quelque chose que nous pouvons faire dès 
maintenant ? 
 
Cette question sera au cœur de la conférence 
Affirm United/ S’affirmer ensemble 2011 qui se 
déroulera à Edmonton du 4 au 7 août, sous le 
thème «Making it Better – Créer un monde 
meilleur».  Le programme met en vedette des 
conférenciers  qui sont reconnus pour leur 
capacité de passer à l’action afin de faire un 
monde meilleur.  Entre autres, Francine Proulx-
Kenzle, parent et secrétaire de PFLAG Canada; 
Karen Morton, auteure et conceptrice des 
méthodes pour s’outiller à traverser des moments 
difficiles; Dr. Lorne Warneke, psychiatre reconnu 
pour son travail auprès des individus transgenres; 

Dr. André Grace, directeur du « Institute for 

Sexual Minority Studies and Services » à la 

Faculté d’éducation de l’Université de l’Alberta et 
co-fondateur du Camp fYrefly, un camp de 
leadership pour les jeunes.  De plus, de nombreux 
ateliers permettront aux participants d’explorer 
d’autres facettes de l’appel à s’affirmer – dans 
l’Église Unie et dans la plus grande communauté.   
 
Tous les détails, y compris un formulaire 
d’inscription, se trouvent au site web d’Affirm 
United / S’affirmer ensemble : 
www.affirmunited.ca .  Au plaisir de vous 
rencontrer à Edmonton cet été !   

Edmonton Conference 

O 
ver the past year the world has seen many 
videos proclaiming “It gets better” from the 
lesbian and gay community and their support-
ers.  Many young people face so much hard-

ship going through school, dealing with their sexuality, 
and even just living life.  The Trevor Project started the “It 
Gets Better” videos to reach out and tell our youth to 
hang in there and reach out for support. 
 
This summer, in Edmonton from August 4 through 7, the 
Affirm United/ S’affirmer ensemble 2011 conference will 
help tackle this sensitive issue.  With the help of some 
great speakers such as Francine Proulx-Kenzle, parent 
and secretary of PFLAG Canada; Karen Morton who talks 
about the use of language and its power; Dr. Lorne Warn-
eke, psychiatrist specializing in dealing with 
transgendered peoples; Dr. André Grace, director for the 
Institute of Sexual Minority Studies and Services and co-
founder of Camp fYrefly, a camp for TGBL youth which 
develops leadership and other life skills. 
 
This is just a small sample of the great people you can 
encounter this summer at the conference.  There will be 
many others to meet as well as all the familiar friends 
you’ve made from conferences past.  Get ready for a 
weekend of workshops, learning, laughter, and making it 
better for all.   
 
To register for the conference check out the Affirm Unit-
ed\ S’affirmer ensemble website:  www.affirmunited.ca for 
more information.  We hope to see you this summer! 
 
 

http://www.affirmunited.ca
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Conference Presenters 
Presenters: 
  
Francine Proulx-Kenzle is Secretary and Francophone Director-at-Large of PFLAG Canada, in her presentation she will 
address issues relating to sexual orientation from a parent's view with a special emphasis on suicide.  She is a member 
of the faculty of the University of Regina in Regina, Saskatchewan.   
   
Dr. André P. Grace is a professor in Educational Policy Studies and Director of the Institute for Sexual Minority Studies 
and Services in the Faculty of Education at the University of Alberta in Edmonton.  He is co-founder of Camp fYrefly, a 
summer leadership camp for sexual and gender minority youth, and he is national consultant on sexual and gender is-
sues for the Canadian Teachers' Federation. Dr. Grace will address Bullying, Youth and Resilience.   

   
Dr. Lorne Warneke is a Clinical Professor of Psychiatry at the University of Alberta.  He founded the gender clinic at the 
Grey Nuns Hospital in Edmonton and is currently one of the two psychiatrists in Alberta that Alberta Health accepts to 
recommend sex reassignment surgery for appropriate transgendered individuals.  Dr Warneke will address issues relat-
ing to transgendered individuals and gender reassignment.  
  
Karen Morton   In her latest book "I Am, I Said: Finding Out, Coming Out and Coming Home", Karen Morton tells us 
that metaphors are the natural language in which we learn about ourselves and the world around us. This new book 
examines, via personal stories, some of the metaphors that shape our identities and guide our view of the world, with a 
particular focus on LGBTQ-related identities. In her time with us she will provide us with the tools of empowerment that 
will help guide us through difficult times.   
  
We also have Pat Power from the Elder to Elder Abuse Network coming to give a workshop. Pat is a social worker and 
he is part of the elder abuse prevention team that includes the Edmonton Police and some other Social agencies.   

Three tax-receiptable ways to support our work for justice 
 

Thanks to the generosity of members and other supporters for nearly three decades, Affirm United/S’affirmer Ensemble continues to be a 

vibrant organization that today seeks justice and inclusion for all people, regardless of gender identity or sexual orientation.  

 

Since 2008, we have been able to say a very tangible thank you to donors —by issuing tax receipts, both for membership fees and for dollar 

donations. 

 

Here are three ways you can  

 

Cheque in the mail: For many years, the main way to donate was the tried-and-true ―cheque in the mail,‖ once or twice a year. And that 

still works for many people. 

 

But now we’d like to recommend two other methods – both are easier and speedier. One is PAR; the other is Canada Helps. 

PAR: Through PAR (preauthorized remittance), you instruct the United Church national office to remove a certain amount from your bank 

account  each month and forward it to AU/SE. Each February, we send you a tax receipt for the previous year’s total donation. It’s easy to 

enroll in PAR and just as easy and quick to increase, decrease, or cancel your donation. 

 

 For more information about PAR, contact AU/SE treasurer, Andrea Nugent, by phone at 613-228-8177, or by email: 

andinugent@gmail.com, 

 

Canada Helps: Canada Helps is a federally recognized charitable organization that accepts and forwards donations made to other charita-

ble groups. Canada Helps issues same-day tax receipts through its website or stores receipts until year end. 

  

You can reach Canada Helps through our website: www.affirmunited.ca. After reaching the site, click on the red-coloured  Affirm United 

icon. 

mailto:andinugent@gmail.com
http://www.affirmunited.ca
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Our Stories: Tomboy 

when i was 11, life was pretty good. my outfits consisted of a few items: 
two pairs of jean shorts, a texas rangers t-shirt, and an unremarkable shirt i 

wore when that one was in the laundry. i dressed purely for comfort, as any 

child should do at 11, and if i had facebook at the time, my statuses would 
have read: "i love GAK!," "breaking in COOL new super soaker xs330!!!," 

and "parents got me bb gun for xmas!!" 

 
my parents and many others referred to me as a "tomboy" - a term which i 

always hated. i didn't wanted to be a boy. did i? i didn't think so. and alt-

hough i didn't have access to wikipedia to study the deeper meanings of 
"tomboy", i saw it as demeaning. i knew it meant that i was trying to act 

like a boy in some way - when i wanted to just be me. i didn't want a one 

word explanation for why i liked to climb trees or strategize for all-day 
water gun wars.  

 

i felt they were saying "it's okay everyone, she's just doing it because she 
likes doing things that boys do." a pre-emptive excuse so that no one 

would suspect that there was something deeper going on. no, i liked doing 

things that i liked doing. me, a girl.  
 

my hair was short - not really short, but the easiest way i can explain it is 

to call it a grown-out bowl cut. i didn't have anything against long hair - in 
principle. but it was texas - it's 100 degrees there in september, in the 

shade. the kind of heat that would make rapunzel get a buzz cut. 

 
plus, my hair is super thick. i know, people say this all the time. but mine 

is. i'm special. this made my mom’s hairbrushing sessions bring tears to 
my eyes - which is no small feat, considering how tough i am. so, when i 

was old enough to reason with her - i begged my mom to cut my hair so 

that i could escape the tangles, the tears, and the extra 20 degrees that was 
weighing on my shoulders.  

 

my hairstyle didn't do much for people's percep-
tion of me as a girl in boy's clothing. i remember 

being at my dads work and one of his co-workers 

came up to me and calmly assured me that one 
day, i would grow out of this phase, want to grow 

my hair out, and actually enjoy wearing dresses. 

like my life - full of imagination and play - was something i was looking to 
grow out of. and that wearing dresses would be a sign of something, a 

reward for putting down my bb gun and picking up a tube of lipstick. i 

wanted to take my slingshot and nail her right between the eyes.  
 

deserved slingshot malice aside, some of my interests were non-violent. i 

spent hours writing poems and stories, listening to oldies music, drawing 
pictures of wild-haired people escaping from castles, and monopoly mara-

thons with my sister. i read books that made me want to live with bears on 

venus and travel to middle earth to see if i was brave enough to help save 

the world. i watched countless reruns of 'i love lucy' and aspired for her 

comedic timing and acquisition of a bosom buddy just like ethel.  

 
and there was romance, too. kind of.  

 

for years my siblings and i attended 'christian skate night' at the local roller 
rink: texas skatium. i'm not sure what was especially christian about it 

besides the fact that they played only christian music and didn't have as 

many couple skates. perhaps the soda was spiked with holy water (that 
would've explained its lack of carbonation) and the music played sublimi-

nal anti-masturbation messages.  

 
skate night was a good time for all - as we got to skate in a circle for at 

least 2 hours, sometimes getting to do a reverse skate, a limbo, the hokey 

pokey, and my favourite - the speed skate. these were all soundtracked 
with jaunty pop-conservative songs, allowing us to have fun, but to be 

always mindful that we were sinners.  
 

these synth-keyboard filled tunes were interrupted only for the aforementioned 

'couple skate', where slow-conservative songs were played so that sweaty 
palmed christians could hold each other's hands while they skated in a circle. 

these were always the low point of the night - because it meant that i had to stop 

skating, and watch doey-eyed morons skate in awkwardly synced slow-motion. 
gross.  

 

one such night, still in my 11th year, the dj announced that the couple skate was 
coming up next and i skated towards my cubby, mentally armouring myself for 

4 minutes of hell. a group of girls my age glided up to me - the lights were 

already being dimmed for romantic effect - and i noticed they seemed nervous 
and giggly.   

 

the stared at me for a moment, smiling shyly, like i was going to guess why they 
were there.  

 

"uh, hi," i said, throwing them a bone. 
 

they giggled in unison, as if they were programmed, and finally, one stepped in 

closer and blurted: 
 

"our friend wants to couple skate with you!"  

 
they seemed collectively relieved that the news was out, and tense in anticipa-

tion for the answer.  
 

in a split-second i knew what was happening. in my experience, when you are 

11 years old, you customarily do not have a group of friends that are a different 
gender than you. these high-strung girls were gathered in solidarity, requesting 

that my sweaty palm be joined together, for the next 3.2 minutes, with the 

sweaty palm of their friend, who i knew was going 
to be a girl. i also knew that this was not a joke and 

that this was not a progressive plea to move for-

ward against social norms. no way, not here. not on 
christian skate night.  

 

i knew all of this, yet i still asked: 
 

"who is it?" 

 
they parted, like the red sea, and pointed behind them towards a timid brunette 

who looked like she was waiting to hear if she was going to live to see her 12th 

birthday. she was cute. 
 

i didn't know what to say, so my brain chose for me. 

 

"i'm a girl." 

 

a unison gasp, then various oohs and aahs, followed by a few mumbled apolo-
gies. they skated off to their lady-in-waiting, to tell her the embarrassing news. i 

looked away. 

 
i sat alone, digesting what had happened. i remember exactly how i felt, but it's 

something that i would never have been able to articulate then.  

 
i was partly crestfallen. they thought i was a boy. i didn't want to be a boy. i 

knew that some people thought i looked like one, acted like one. okay. but i 

wasn't. i wanted to be me, and it be okay that i was me without being compared 
to something else.  

 

i was partly elated. a girl had just asked me to skate with her. well, her four 
friends had just asked on her behalf, but same difference. a girl looked at me 

Continued on next page... 

“I’m glad I was honest…” 
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During the late summer and fall, you will have the opportunity to 

attend a regional gathering to tell your stories, and voice your 

thoughts and observations about the attitudes toward homo-

phobia and heterosexism in The United Church of Canada in 

2011 and to express your hopes for the future. 

 

Persons of all sexual orientations and gender identities are invited 

to attend a gathering facilitated by trained, skilled leaders, with the 

view to collecting useable data on where we are and where we need 

to be in the future as we strive to become an intercultural church, 

welcoming all people in our church communities.  This consulta-

tion was mandated by the 40th General Council in 2009 to con-

sult ―with gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and two-spirited 

members of the United Church to discuss homophobia and hetero-

sexism in the church‖.  The consultation is called to report to Gen-

eral Council 41 in 2012.   

 

The consultation will take the form of a series of regional gath-

erings in order to hear from as many people as possible across the 

country.  It is being planned by a team of 5 people with the support 

of two General Council staff and a professional consultant with 

extensive experience working with the LGBTT community from an 

intercultural perspective, Beth Zemsky.  As we proceed with our 

plans, we are excited about the opportunity to hear from many 

folks, both in the LGBTT community and the heterosexual commu-

nity – the whole people of God – with the hope that, as we listen 

and share, we will be strengthened in our resolve to offer radical 

hospitality to all. 

 

The first regional gathering will be on Sunday afternoon, Au-

gust 7th at Southminster-Steinhauer United Church, 10740-19 

Ave., Edmonton AB T6J 6W9. This will follow the Affirm Unit-

ed/S’affirmer Ensemble Annual National Conference to be held 

Thursday August 4th to Sunday August 7th 2011 at the same lo-

cation.  We hope you will be at both the national conference and 

the consultation gathering but if you are unable to come for the 

whole weekend, please try to join us for the Sunday afternoon 

gathering. 

 

Our plan is to offer other regional gatherings in British Co-

lumbia, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, west/central Ontario, eastern 

Ontario, Quebec, Prince Edward Island/New Brunswick/Nova 

Scotia, and Newfoundland Labrador throughout the fall of 2011. 

 

As dates of the other gatherings are set, we will advertise them 

through all the Conference Offices, the Affirm United/

S’affirmer Ensemble email list and website, the United Church 

of Canada website and through friends.  If you have suggestions 

for promotion in your area, please contact Alcris Limongi in the 

General Council office at  alimongi@united-church.ca 

 

God’s radical hospitality is for all!  How are we doing in The 

United Church of Canada?  Where do we go from here and 

how?  Come . . . let your voice be heard and help to shape an 

open, welcoming and affirming future for The United 

Church of Canada.  

 

Planning Team Members are:   

Sally Harris  (Vancouver  BC)   docks@shaw.ca 

Linda Hutchinson (Kingston ON) hutchinl@kingston.net 

Moses Kanhai  (Regina  SK)   kanhaim@accesscomm.ca 

Alcris Limongi (GC Office Toronto) alimongi@united-

church.ca 

Brian Mitchell-Walker (Regina SK)  brimitch@sasktel.net   

Judy Sullivan  (GC Office Toronto) jsulliva@united-church.ca 

Let Your Voice Be Heard . . . .   

Join a National Consultation! 

and liked me enough to want to skate around in a circle, touching my hand, 

maybe even talking to me a little bit.  

 

for years i looked back at that moment and replayed the scene in my mind. 
sometimes i wished that i hadn't told them that i was a girl - so that i would've 

had that 3.2 minutes of heaven. or that maybe i would've told them that i wasn't 

allowed to couple skate - that it was against my religion - so that they could still 
think that i was a boy, but that now i would be even more desirable by virtue of 

my unattainability. perhaps one night i would meet one of them in the dimly lit, 

under-supervised arcade, and we would share a kiss next to the pac-man ma-
chine. 

 

but it could not be. my sister's were there with me every week and my develop-
ing body would only ally with my charade for so long. besides, i didn't really 

want any girl to like me because she thought i was a boy. i wanted her to like 

me because i was...me.  
 

so i guess i'm glad i was honest. i wonder about that girl - the shy brunette - and 

if she felt a spark, after the initial social embarrassment wore off, when she 

found out that i was a girl. maybe she somehow knew all along. either way, i 

still hold on to that memory and remember what i felt like when i first knew 

that a girl liked me.  
 

and to my parents credit, they did let me wear and do what i wanted to most of 

the time. although one time i caught my mom trying to iron my rangers t-shirt 
and i thought i was going to die. the wrinkles were part of the outfit. i guess i 

did care about fashion...   

 
 

--  

Pam Rocker 
Media and Communications Coordinator 

Hillhurst United Church 

www.hillhurstunited.com 

Tomboy continued... 

mailto:docks@shaw.ca
http://www.hillhurstunited.com
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We’d like to hear from you  Communiquez avec nous ! 
 

Name/Nom    __________________________________----_______________________________ 

 

Address/Adresse    ____________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone/Téléphone _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Email/ Courriel  _______________________________________________________________ 

(q I do not want to be on your email news list. q S’il vous plaît me retirer de votre liste de diffusion.) 
 

Congregation/ Paroisse __________________________________________________ 
 

q  This is a new membership.   Nouvel abonnement.    ❑   This is a renewal.  Réabonnement.  
 

❑  As a new member, I am signing here to indicate I support the goals of  Affirm United 

En  tant que nouveau membre, je signe pour indiquer que je soutiens les objectifs/raisons d’être de S’affirmer Ensemble:  
 

❑  Enclosed is my tax-deductible individual/household membership fee of $40 (and a donation of  

$                         ). 

Ci-joint une cotisation déductible d’impôt au montant de 40 $ pour adhérer comme individu ou famille  

(et un don de                        $). 
 

❑ I cannot afford the membership fee right now, but I want to be a member. Please put me on your list for the year.  

Je ne peux pas payer la cotisation d’adhésion présentement, mais je veux être membre. S’il vous plaît me mettre sur votre liste pour 

l’année. 
 

❑  I do not want to join just now. Enclosed is my tax-deductible donation of  $                       ) 

Je ne suis pas prêt-e à devenir membre tout de suite. Mais je désire faire un don déductible d’impôt  

de                       $. 
 

❑  Please contact me. I wish to donate to Affirm United via the United Church’s PAR program of preauthorized monthly remittances. 

Veuillez communiquer avec moi. Je désire faire mes dons à S’affirmer Ensemble par le programme des contributions pré-autorisées 

de l’Église Unie. 

 

❑  Enclosed is our $100 fee for an institutional membership (e.g., congregation, presbytery, school). 

Ci-joint notre paiement de 100 $ pour une adhésion institutionnelle pour l’année (par exemple, congrégation, consistoire, école) . 
 

❑  I would like information about the Affirming Ministries Program and Affirming ministries in my area. 

J’aimerais recevoir des renseignements sur le réseau ―Communautés  inclusives‖ et la liste de celles de ma région. 
 

NOTE: Affirm United’s membership information is kept strictly confidential. It will not be shared with any other organizations or indi-

viduals. 

NOTE : Les renseignements personnels sur les membres de S’affirmer Ensemble sont strictement confidentiels. Ils ne seront divulgués 

à aucune autre personne ou organisation. 
 

Affirm United/S’affirmer Ensemble is a federally registered charity. Our business number is  87449 1772 RR0001. 

S’affirmer Ensemble est une œuvre de charité enregistrée au fédéral. Notre numéro d’entreprise est : 87449 1772 RR0001. 
 

Affirm United, P.O. Box 57057, Somerset Station, Ottawa ON K1R 1A1 

S'affirmer Ensemble, C.P. 57057, succursale Somerset, Ottawa (ON) K1R 1A1 
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T 
he question was strange to me.  The English words 

were familiar but the way of thinking was foreign to 

me.  ―Did Jesus intend to start Christianity?‖  Jesus 

left no writings, save what he wrote with his finger in 

the sand for the sake of a woman accused of adultery.  Did Je-

sus intend to start a religion called Christianity? The question 

continued to perplex me. Jesus’ earliest followers left us their 

writings, but the words ―Christianity‖ and ―religion‖ are found 

nowhere in the New Testament.   

 

What did Jesus intend to start?  Turning to scriptures, we see 

the community that bequeathed to us the New Testament had no 

doubt in their minds what Jesus intended to leave behind. It was  

ekklesia – the Greek word for ―the church‖ – a word which ap-

pears one hundred and ten times in the New Testament.  Before 

anything else, the earliest Christians were conscious of them-

selves as members of the church.  The community that left us 

the New Testament tells us quite simply that upon the descent 

of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, the church came 

into being as a visible community of individuals 

united by bonds of the Spirit. 

 

But what is the church?  The apostle Paul com-

pared the church to a tree.  But more often he 

referred to it as soma – the Greek word for ―a 

body.‖  Referring to the church as ―a body‖ im-

plies organic unity, for two bodies cannot be a 

single body.  But is organic unity not contrary to 

the natural state of humanity which consists of 

the self-assertions and self-interests of the indi-

vidual that are zealously guarded by our legal systems? For 

Paul, the answer is that the church is not only a single body, but 

a single spirit (1 Cor. 12:11-13; Eph. 4:2-7).  In Paul’s teach-

ings, all church life is a manifestation of the Holy Spirit.  Each 

manifestation of love and every virtue is the action of a gift of 

the Spirit. St. John Chrysostom, explaining these words ―single 

body‖ said that “Paul demands from us a love that would bind 

us together, making us inseparable from one another, and of 

such complete unity that we are members of one body.  Only 

such a love as this produces great good.” 

 

What distinguishes members of the church from a secular socie-

ty that is at the best of times indifferent and at the worst of 

times unapologetically hostile to Christianity? In the horrific 

wake of the Bolshevik revolution, as rivers of blood began to 

flow across the former Russian Empire in the most brutal perse-

cution of Christianity since Roman times, the Orthodox clergy-

man and later martyr Hilarion Troitsky reminded his flock that 

the earliest Christians were persecuted not because they fol-

lowed a particular teaching or philosophy, but because they 

were the church. None other than Paul himself testified to this 

when he described the years before his conversion:  ―For ye 

have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews’ reli-

gion, how that beyond measure I persecuted the church of God 

and wasted it‖ (Gal. 1:13).  What separated the early Christians 

from the world around them was not their religion, but their 

membership in a visible entity called the church:  “And of the 

rest durst no man join himself to them: but the people magnified 

them” (Acts 5:13). 

 

When people seek to join themselves to the life of the church, 

what are they looking for? What drives us to set ourselves apart 

from a secular world that offers up self-serving individualism 

and materialism as substitutes for life in the Spirit?  Is it a 

search for a particular theology or teaching? Is it a search for a 

community of acceptance and affirmation?   Such things are 

admirable, but one need not go to a church to find them. I re-

cently overheard a woman describing her church congregation 

as inclusive and affirming, progressive thinking and dedicated 

to social justice.  And I then remembered an incident described 

in a personal diary from nearly two cen-

turies ago, when the Age of the Enlight-

enment forever crushed the social and 

spiritual foundation of European culture 

and in its place established a new con-

tractual order based on the legal rights of 

the individual. A young judicial officer 

sat on a tree stump in a dark forest over-

looking the river Sarovka and in earnest 

he asked St. Seraphim of Sarov, “How 

am I to acquire the Holy Spirit?”  And in 

answering this question Seraphim’s face 

shone with a brightness that was intolerable to behold.  

 

The Spirit of Grace descends upon each one of us and makes 

who we ought to be in the body of Christ’s church.   The indi-

vidual believer seeks new life in the community of the church 

by means of the perception of the abundant gifts of the Holy 

Spirit which act in each member in a unique way.  Did Jesus 

intend to start Christianity? The answer is unimportant.  What 

truly matters is how we answer the question ―how shall I ac-

quire the Holy Spirit?” 

 

Dushan Bednarsky 

Edmonton, Alberta 

Did Jesus Start the Church? 

 
“The Spirit of Grace 
descends upon each 
one of us and makes 
who we ought to be” 
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Brian Mitchell-Walker 
2 O’Brien Bay 
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liz@sherwoodparkunitedchurch.ca  
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(613) 228-8177 andinugent@gmail.com 
 
  

Members at Large 
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ruth.bramham@rogers.com 
 
Tony Burnett 
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Bruce Hutchinson 
204 Churchill Cr., Kingston, ON K7L 4N2 
613-542-7645 hutchinb@queensu.ca  
 
W. John Ross 
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rossjw@inac.gc.ca  
 
Annette Taylor 
Box 2006 
Fort Qu’appelle, SK  S0G 1S0 
306-332-3912 
annette.taylor@sasktel.net 
 

Sheila Thiessen 
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Membership Co-ordinator  
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Tel: 613 565-1762 x242 
dwebster@pshcp.ca 

Affirm United Council Members 

Congregations 
Augustine United Church, Winnipeg 
444 River Ave.,  Winnipeg, MB R3L OC7  
(204) 284-2250 
www.augustineunitedchurch.org 
  
Bathurst United Church, Toronto 
427 Bloor St. W., Toronto, ON M5S 1X7  
(416) 921-4967  
  
Bedford United Church, Bedford 
1200 Bedford Hwy, Bedford, NS B4A 
1C3  
(902) 835-8497 
www.bedfordunited.com 
  
Bloor Street United Church, Toronto 
300 Bloor St. W., Toronto, ON M5S 1W3  
(416) 924-7439  
http://www.bloorstreetunited.org 
  
Carol United Church, Labrador City 
PO Box 309  
Labrador City, NL  A2V 2K6  
(709) 944-2057  
  
Cedar Park United Church, Pointe 
Claire, 
204 Lakeview Avenue 
Pointe-Claire, QC H9S 4C5  
(514) 695-3337 
www.cedarparkunited.org 
  
Centenary United Church, Hamilton 
24 Main St. W., Hamilton, ON L8P 1H2  
(905) 522-6843 
www.centenaryunited.com 
  

Garneau United Church 
#123, 11148-84 Avenue NW 
Edmonton, AB T6G 0V8 
(780) 439-2501 
www.uccedm.org/NewPossibilities/1-
profiles/garneau.htm  
  
Glen Rhodes United Church, Toronto  
1470 Gerrard St. E, Toronto, ON M4L 
2A3  
(416) 465-3755 
www.glenrhodesunitedchurch.ca 
  
Grosvenor Park United Church, Sas-
katoon 
407 Cumberland Avenue 
Saskatoon, SK 
(306) 374-7766 
www.gpuc.ca 
  
Harcourt Memorial United Church, 
Guelph 
87 Dean Ave., Guelph, ON N1G 1L3  
(519) 824-4177 
www.harcourtuc.ca 
  
Hillhurst United Church, Calgary  
227 Kensington Close, N.W.,  
Calgary, AB T2N 3J6  
(403) 283-1539 
www.hillhurstunited.com 
  
Immanuel United Church, Winnipeg 
755 Golspie St., Winnipeg, MB R2K 2V4  
(204) 669-0220 
www.mts.net/~iuchurch/immanuel.html 
  

Centenary-Queen Square United 
Church, Saint John 
215 Wentworth St., Saint John, NB E2L 
2T4  
(506) 634-8288 
  
Deer Park United Church and Whole-
ness Centre, Calgary  
77 Deer Point Rd. SE 
Calgary, Alberta, T2J 6W5 
http://www.dpuc.ca/ 
  

Eastside United Church  
3018 Doan Drive 
Regina, SK S4V1M1 
(306) 761-0556 
www.livingspiritcentre.org 
  
Emmanuel-Howard Park United 
Church, Toronto 
214 Wright Ave., Toronto, ON M6R 1L3  
(416) 536-1755 
www.ehpchurch.org 
  
First United Church, Ottawa  

(Sharing space with All Saints Anglican 
Church) 
347 Richmond Road, Ottawa, ON K2A 
0E7 
(613) 232-1016 
www.firstunitedchurchottawa.org 
  
First United Church, Salmon Arm 
PO Box 940, Salmon Arm, BC V1E 4P1  
(250) 832-3860 
  

Kamloops United Church, Kamloops  
421 St. Paul St., Kamloops, BC V2C 2J7  
(250) 372-3020 
www.kamloops-united-church.com 
  
Kingston Road United Church, Toron-
to 
975 Kingston Rd, Toronto, ON  M4E 1T1 
(416) 699-6091 
www.kruc.ca 
  
Knox United Church, Brandon   
451 - 18th Street 
Brandon, MB  R7A 5A9 
(204) 727-5964 
www.knoxbrandon.org  
  
Knox United Church, Calgary  

506 Fourth Street SW, Calgary, AB  T2P 
1S7 
(403) 269-8382 
www.knoxunited.ab.ca/ 
 
McKillop United Church, Lethbridge  
2329 - 15th Avenue South 
Lethbridge, AB T1K 0X5 
(403) 328-2703 
www.mckillopunited.ca 
 
Metropolitan United Church, Toronto 
56 Queen St. E., Toronto, ON M5C 2Z3  
(416) 363-0331 
www.metunited.org 
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Mill Woods United Church, Edmonton 
15 Grand Meadow Cres., Edmonton, 
Alberta T6L 1A3 
(780) 463-2202 
(780) 490-0149 (f) 
www.millwoodsunited.org 
  

Mount Dennis United Church  
71 Guestville Avenue 
Toronto, Ontario  M6N 4N4 
(416) 763-2893 
www.wondercafe.ca/churches/mount-
dennis-united-church 
  
Parkminster United Church, Waterloo 
275 Erb Street East, Waterloo, Ontario 
N2J 1N6 
(519) 885-0935 
www.parkuc.ca 
  
Robertson Wesley United Church, 
Edmonton 
10209 123 Street,  
Edmonton AB T5N 1N3  
(780)482-1587  
www.rwuc.org 
  
Rosedale-Queen Mary United Church, 
Montreal  
6870 Terrebonne Ave.,  Montreal, QC 
H4B 1C5  
(514) 484-9969 
www.rqm.ca 
  
St. Andrew's United Church, Sioux 
Lookout 

PO Box 219 
Sioux Lookout, ON   P8T 1A3 
(807) 737-3131 
  
St. Andrew's United Church, Truro 
55 King Street,  
Truro, NS  
(902) 893-8396 
www.standrewstruro.ca 
  
St. James United Church, Regina 
4506 Sherwood Dr., Regina, SK S4R 4B4  
(306) 543-2626 
www.stjamesunitedregina.com  
  
Église unie Saint-Jean, Montréal 
110, Rue Ste-Catherine est,  
Montréal, QC H2X 1K7  
(514) 866-0641  
www.egliseunie.org/paroisses/st-jean 
  
St. John's United Church, Halifax 
6225 Willow St. 
Halifax, NS  B3L 1P1  
(902) 423-8498 
www.stjohnsunited.com 
  
St. John's United Church, Marathon 
PO Box 698, Birch St., Marathon, ON 
POT 2EO  
(807) 229-1031 
  
St. Mark's United Church, Toronto 
115 Orton Park Road 
Toronto, ON M1G 3G9 
(416) 439-8623 
www.st-marks.ca 

  
St. Matthew's United Church, Hali-

fax  
1479 Barrington Street  
Halifax, Nova Scotia  B3J 1Z2 
(902) 423-9209 
www.stmatts.ns.ca  
  
St. Paul's United Church, Edmon-
ton 
11526 - 76th Ave. 
Edmonton, AB  T6G 0K7 
(780) 436-1555 
www.stpaulsunited.org 
  
Église unie Saint-Pierre, Québec 
78, Rue Sainte-Ursule, Québec, QC 
G1R 4E8  
(418) 692-3422 
www.egliseunie.org/paroisses/st-
pierre 
  
St. Thomas-Wesley United Church, 
Saskatoon  
808-20th St. W., Saskatoon, SK S7M 
OY3  
(306) 244-7676 
  
Scarboro United Church, Calgary 
134 Scarboro Ave. S. W. 
Calgary, AB  T3C 2H1 
(403) 244-1161 
www.scarborounited.org 
  

Shelburne Pastoral Charge  
which includes: 
Trinity United Church 
36 John St.,  
Shelburne, NS B0T 1W0 
(902) 875-3541  
  
and  
Lower Ohio Union Church 
 
  
Shiloh Sixth Avenue United 
Church, New Westminster 
1111 Sixth Avenue 
New Westminster, BC V3M 2B7 
604-522-3443 
http://www.shiloh6thave.net/ 
  
Southminster-Steinhauer United 
Church, Edmonton 
10740-19 Ave., Edmonton, AB T6J 
6W9  
(780) 435-2028 
www.smsuc.com 
  
Summerlea United Church, Lachine 
225 50E Avenue 
Lachine, QC  H8T 2T7 
(514) 634-2651  
www.summerlea.ca 
  
Sunset United Church, Regina 
177 Sunset Dr. 
Regina, SK  S4S 6Y7  
(306) 586-3613 
www.sunsetunited.ca 
  
Sydenham Street United Church, 
Kingston 
82 Sydenham St., Kingston, ON K7L 
3H4  
(613) 542-9616 

www.ssuc.org 
  
Symons Valley United Church, Calga-
ry  
38 Kincora Rise NW,  
Calgary, AB T3R 0A3 
(403) 274-2361 
www.symonsvalleyuc.com 
  
Trinity United Church, Vancouver 
1805 Larch St., Vancouver, BC V6K 3N9  
(778) 889-7324 
www.trinityunitedchurch.ca 
  
Trinity-St. Paul's United Church, To-
ronto  
427 Bloor St. W., Toronto, ON M5S lX9  
(416) 922-8435 
www.tspucc.org 
  
Union Church, Sainte-Anne-de-
Bellevue  
24 Maple Ave.,  
Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue, QC H9X 2E6  
(514) 457-5819 
www.unionchurch.ca 
  
Victoria Avenue United Church, Chat-
ham 
91 Grand Avenue East,  
Chatham, ON, N7L 1V8 
519-354-7540  
http://vauc.net/  
  
Wesley United Church, Cambridge 
6 Cambridge St., Cambridge, ON N1R 
3R6  
(519) 621-6060  
www.wesleyunited.ca 
  
West Hill United Church, Toronto

 
62 Orchard Park Drive 
Toronto ON, M1E 3T7 
(416)282-8566 
www.westhill.net 
  
Westminster United Church, Thunder 
Bay 
650 River Street, Thunder Bay,  
ON P7A 3S6 
(807) 767-2781 
  
Westminster United Church, Waterloo  
543 Beechwood Dr., Waterloo, ON N2T 
2G7  
(519) 746-6080 
www.westminsterunited.ca 
  
Wild Rose United Church, Calgary 
1317 - 1st Street N.W., Calgary, AB, T2M 
2S5 
(403) 277-5576 
www.wildroseunited.ca 
  
Young United Church, Winnipeg  
222 Furby St., Winnipeg, MB R3C 2A7  
(204) 783-0128 
 
Educational Institutions 
Centre for Christian Studies, Winnipeg 

Woodsworth House, 60 Maryland St.  
Winnipeg, MB R3G 1K7  
(204) 783-4490 
www.ccsonline.ca 
  
St. Andrew's College, Saskatoon 

1121 College Dr. 
Saskatoon SK  S7N 0W3 
(306) 966-8970 
www.usask.ca/stu/standrews/  
  
St. Stephen's College, Edomonton  
University of Alberta Campus 
8810-112 Street NW 
Edmonton, AB  T6G 1J6 
(780) 439-7311 
www.ualberta.ca/ST.STEPHENS/  
  
United Theological College / Le 
Séminaire Uni, Montreal  
3521 University Ave.,  
Montreal, QC H3A 2A9  
(514) 849-2042 
www.utc.ca 
 
Five Oaks United Church Educa-
tion and Retreat Centre, Paris  
R.R. 3, Paris, ON N3L 3E3  
(519) 442-3212  
www.fiveoaks.on.ca 

  
Calling Lakes Centre 
Box 159, Fort Qu'Appelle, SK S0G 
1SO  
(306) 332-5691 
www.callinglakes.ca 

  
Tatamagouche Centre  
RR 3, Tatamagouche, NS BOK 1VO  
(902) 657-2231 
www.tatackentre.ca 
 
Other Church Courts and Groups 
Cambrian Presbytery, Northwest-
ern Ontario  
310 Park Ave.,  
Thunder Bay, ON P7B 6C8  
(807) 345-3916  
  
The Conference of Manitoba and 
Northwestern Ontario 
1470 Willson Place 
Winnipeg, MB R3T 3N9 
(204) 233-8911  
www.mnwo.united-church.ca/  
  
Peterborough and Area Affirm 
United  
clo St. Andrew's United Church  
441 Rubidge St.,  
Peterborough, ON K9H 4E4  
(705) 745-2722 (0)  
(705) 741-4271 (h) 
  
Rainbow Ministry, Winnipeg Pres-
bytery  
1470 Willson Place Unit C 
Winnipeg, MB R3R 3N9 
(204) 954-2904 
  
Saskatchewan Conference Affirm-
ing Ministry Committee 
418A McDonald St.,  Regina, 
SK  S4N 6E1 
(306) 721-3311 
www.sk.united-church.ca 
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http://vauc.net/
http://www.wesleyunited.ca
http://www.westhill.net/
http://www.westminsterunited.ca
http://www.wildroseunited.ca/
http://www.ccsonline.ca
http://www.usask.ca/stu/standrews/
http://www.ualberta.ca/ST.STEPHENS/
http://www.utc.ca
http://www.fiveoaks.on.ca
http://www.callinglakes.ca
http://www.tatacentre.ca
http://www.mnwo.united-church.ca/
http://www.sk.united-church.ca

