
2006 Conference Announcement

TORONTO, August 4, 2005—an
inclusive welcome is extended to this
2006 joint conference sponsored by

three organizations coming out of Christian
faith traditions: Affirm United/S'affirmer
ensemble (AU/AE), the Brethren Mennonite
Council for Lesbian Gay Bisexual
Transgender Interests (BMC), and Lutherans
Concerned/North America (LC/NA). 

This unique event will gather in
diverse people spanning a variety of gender
identities and sexual orientations from
across North America. It will be hosted on
the beautiful University of Toronto campus,
located in downtown Toronto, Ontario,
Canada. Over 400 participants are expected
to attend the event from July 27-30, 2006.  

This empowering event will open
participants to new challenges, while
building on rich experiences and traditions.
It will offer high calibre speakers, inspiring
inter-modal plenary sessions, memorable
worship, and a rich array of inter-active
workshops and entertainment.

“This first ever joint meeting of
LGBTQA (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender, Queer & Allies) groups from
Brethren, Mennonite, Lutheran, and United
Church of Canada backgrounds is a daring
adventure that offers the promise of great
creativity,” says Ralph Wushke, Co-Chair.
“The conference will deepen appreciation of
the sacred intersection of spirituality and
sexual orientations and gender identities.”

“In these four days, you'll have
opportunities to rekindle old friendships,
make new connections, be inspired by great
speakers, share new ideas in workshops or
worship, and sit back to enjoy the
entertainment,” says Shannon Neufeldt, 
Co-Chair. 

This gathering will be attentive to the
needs of children and youth in our families.
A special focus will be those of us who are
students in college and university settings.
Strengthening our ethno-cultural diversity
is a priority. Hospitality is extended to the
three welcoming movements of Reconciling
In Christ, Supportive Congregations
Network, and Affirming Ministries. An
inclusive welcome is extended to LGBTQA
people from other faith traditions in North
America to share in our vision.

In July 2006, we will be Together in
Toronto: Claiming an Open Spirit and
sharing our vision: Living out of the
resources of our spiritual traditions, the
dreams of justice-based civil and human
rights movements, and the integrity of our
lives as diverse people spanning a variety of
gender identities and sexual orientations:
we gather for inspiration, community,
empowerment and life, in the co-creative
Spirit-led act of crossing boundaries and
opening doors to imagination and love in
order to claim a more humane church and
society.

Please stay tuned for more information
on this unique event and our website
www.openspirit.ca that is due to be
launched in the fall.    �

For more information, please contact:
Co-Chairs:

Ralph Carl Wushke 416.532.8591
Email: rwushke@interlog.com
Shannon Neufeldt
Email: slneufeldt@yahoo.com

Media Chair:
Sharon Lee Ellingsen 403.863.6367
Email: slelling@telus.net

Together in Toronto:
Claiming an open spirit
Toronto, Ontario, Canada: July 27–30, 2006

P.O. Box 57057, Somerset Stn.
Ottawa ON  K1R 1A1
www.affirmunited.ca
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�Consensus is the
newsletter of Affirm United, an
organization of lesbian, gay,
b isexua l ,  and transgender
people and their friends within
The United Church of Canada.

Opinions expressed are
those of the authors and do
not necessarily reflect the
views of Affirm United. Your
news stories, articles, and
letters are always welcome.
Consensus reserves the
right to edit for length, clarity 
or style.

Send to:
ahuntly@magma.ca
Consensus
1120 Moselle Cresc.
Ottawa, ON  
K1C 2T2
613-841-2354

Editors:
Alyson Huntly, Andrea Nugent

Contributors to this issue:
Colleen Adair, Ken DeLisle,
Monica (Mark) Gorman, Nicole
Hamel, Sally Harris, Eldon Hay,
Bob Johnson, Martha Juillerat,
Wilson MacLennan, Bob
Martyn, Monica Moore, Andrea
Nugent, Read Sherman, Bill
Siksay, Ralph Carl Wushke

How delightful it was to greet
some of you at the Affirm
Conference, not only as co-

chair but as host minister. The energy
of the participants, the stoles that
embraced us and the Christ that
shapes us provided a sense of
community and sanctuary that stays
with me each time I enter Trinity
United Church on 2nd and Larch in
Kitsilano.

My thoughts on our creating
sanctuary brought me to the story of
Jacob from Genesis 28.

Jacob is on the run from his
brother Esau who he deceived out of
his birthright. And so Jacob is alone,
on foot, heading into the hill country
with no more than he can carry, until
dusk gives way to darkness and he
can no longer see to walk. So Jacob
lays down with a stone for a pillow
and falls into an exhausted sleep, the
kind of sleep in which you sink
through darkness for a long time
before coming to rest someplace very
deep and very, very still. 

In this place the dream begins, the
dream of a ladder with its bottom step on
earth, leading up and out of sight with the
whol  e company of heaven passing to
and fro upon it. No sooner does the
dream appear than the Dream-giver, God
stands beside him, making promises: I
am with you… I will give you… I will not
leave you… I have promised you.

When Jacob wakes up, he does not
mistake what he has seen but proclaims

Surely the presence of God is in this
place… How awesome is this place!

What seems like a lonely rest stop
with a bunch of rocks turns out to be the
gate of heaven – a holy place! How
awesome!

As we move from summer dreams to
the reality of fall may we each be
surprised by the Presence of God and the
sanctuary that can be found as we
journey.    �

Be Blessed,
Sally Harris, on behalf of the co-chairs

C o - C h a i r  Re p o r t

Dear Affirm United friends...

From the west coast desk of the co-chairs...

I N S I D E
c o n s e n s u s

Today's Homosexual 
Agenda:

1.   Shovel the walk
2.   Warm up the car
3.   Feed the cats
4.   Go to work
5.   Return your email
6.   Remember to eat lunch
7.   Meetings, phone calls, papers
8.   Pick up groceries
9.   Help with homework
10. Do laundry
11. Call sister
12. Love and be loved

Sound familiar? Good.  
Now, what's your agenda?

Thank you so much for hosting our wedding at the Vancouver
conference. Words cannot adequately express how grateful we
are to you for making it a perfect day. When our own church and
country denied us this possibility, you all opened your hearts to
us and said that you would be our church. No one could ever
give us a greater gift. Thank you for your grace, your hospitality,
and your faithful witness—and for a weekend that we will
never, ever forget.

Blessings and peace,
Martha Juillerat and Tammy Lindahl

L et te r s
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The author was the keynote speaker at Affirm United’s
August 2005 conference in Vancouver. she writes about a
conference she later attended in the United states.

by MARTHA JUILLERAT

Iam writing to you today from the Reconciling
Ministries Network convocation being held at a
conference center in the mountains of North Carolina.

The RMN works for full inclusion of lesbian, gay,
bisexual, and transgender people in the life and
leadership of the United Methodist Church. Along with
Affirm United, the RMN is a member of the Welcoming
Congregations Program.

This convocation is a marvelous gathering of more
than 500 LGBT and allied Methodists with spirit-filled
worship, dynamic speakers, and workshops full of
resources for building a more inclusive church. 

Everything so far has been perfect—except for the
“greeting committee” we encountered. Conservative
Methodists in the area took out a newspaper ad protesting
the event, and a few organizations cancelled future events
at the conference center.

FBI vs. KKK at GLBT
gathering in North Carolina

These folks don't fear us; they
fear the stereotypes they've

learned and the rumors 
they've heard.

A follow-up call to
action from AU’s
conference keynote
speaker
By Martha Juillerat
National Program Director, Shower of Stoles Project

At the national conference
of Affirm United in
Vancouver this summer I

challenged members to “be the
church” in new and creative
ways-to become agents of
reconciliation; to use your
personal, spiritual, and
communal power to transform
your church and society.

I also invited you to
become missionaries of a sort: to
be a witness for U.S. churches
about the great things that
happen when a denomination
(and a nation) set aside their old
fears and welcome the gifts of
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender folk. (Make your
grandma proud; tell her you've

become a missionary!)
Here's a first step: If you are an LGBT member of

the United Church, tell us your story. Write a couple of
paragraphs about some of the good things going on in
the church. Tell us about your faith journey and your
service to the church—teaching Sunday school, singing
in the choir, working with a community project, or
anything else you find meaningful.

If your church has an LGBT pastor, or if you are an
LGBT pastor yourself, share what this means to you.
Express your hopes and dreams. Celebrate your
freedom to serve. Then mail us your story along with a
liturgical stole (or anything else that can be hung on a
clothesline) and send it to the Shower of Stoles Project.

We'll sew on your story and share it with churches
in every corner of the United States (and Canada, too!).

We need to hear all your stories!  America is sorely
in need of your good news about God's unconditional
love for all people. For more information about
donating an item to the Shower of Stoles collection, visit
the website at www.showerofstoles.org, or e-mail us at
stolesproject@earthlink.net.   �

Editor's Note: The Shower of Stoles is a display of nearly 900
liturgical stoles from gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender
people of faith from 18 denominations across North America.
Each stole contains the story of a GLBT person who has been
barred from serving the church openly.

Martha Juillerat
(lower left) with
spouse, Tammy
Lindahl, was keynote
speaker at the Affirm
United 2005
Conference.  

Photo: Martha Juillerat
and Tammy Lindahl

A group of Baptists have set up a “biblical values”
tent revival across the highway from us. A number of
right-wing groups are expected to rally just outside the
grounds tomorrow, most notably the Ku Klux Klan.

State and local law enforcement tactical units have
blanketed the grounds, along with the FBI. And
although the conference center staff has gone out of its
way to welcome us, this afternoon we noticed that the
swimming pool is closed. None of the lifeguards is
willing to work while we are here.

These folks don’t fear us; they fear the stereotypes
they’ve learned and the rumors they’ve heard. Most of
all, they fear the stories they’ve been told about all the
awful things that will happen if our churches open
their doors to us.

Help us to tell a different story—one of freedom,
celebration, strength, courage and hope. Make it your
mission; send us your story today. (See opposite for
Juillerat’s article about her message to Affirm United’s
conference delegates and her request for members’
stories.)   �
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acknowledging the struggle in seminary, walked away
from their call.  As one delegate said to me, “All of our
stories are here, in one way or another.”

The Shower of Stoles Project travels and I now know
why. These stoles paint the picture of those who will not
be silent, who know that the only way to shed the Light
on this oppression is to cast the light far and wide. To see
the stoles, each with their own story, is to touch and
acknowledge what many of us know—that we all have a
right to answer God’s call.  These are our daughters, sons,
fathers, mothers, brothers, sisters, and friends who are
called to be who they are. 

During this conference, we were fed to overflowing
with worship services woven with theme presentations
and the wedding and wedding banquet of Martha and
her partner, Tammy.

Delegates were able to participate in workshops
focusing on reconciliation through journal writing,
pastoral care, healing circles, and connecting with our
youth, as well as the breaking of barriers within our
church, our government and society, all culminating in a
spiritual grounding that was palpable.

We participated in Vancouver’s Gay Pride parade
and a held joint worship service that included Affirm
delegates and Trinity United and St. Mark’s Anglican
churches. A youth presentation wrapped up Sunday
evening. 

Witness, story, hospitality...yes, a pretty good
conference. See you next year in Toronto!    �

Stoles ‘stole’ the show 
at 2005 conference

Two months have passed since we waved
goodbye to the last of the delegates on their way
home.  And we continue to experience the

impact that the amazing display of stoles and Martha
Juillerat’s words made upon us.  

Our theme speaker, Martha Juillerat, encouraged
us to move from a place of victim to a place of claiming
the power that is ours. Once we have cleaned our own
home, then, and only then, can we move outward to be
the people we are meant to be, carrying and sharing the
stories we have to share. Martha called us to share the
story, our story, to be visible and heard, to be a beacon
for others.

We were able to display over 150 stoles from the
Shower of Stoles Project.  Woven stories on woven
cloth, woven into the heart. Stories on simple stoles, or
stoles covered with pictures, glitter, bells, weaving, and
tassels. Stoles that were heavy, light, thin, wide, long,
short, neckties.  These remarkable bands of cloth, all
contain powerful stories of oppression, of denial, of
taking away, of loss and pain.  Stories of acceptance, of
joy, of claiming power. There were stories of death—
AIDS and suicide.   One stole was simply signed,
“Anonymous, Kentucky.” 

There were stoles from children, parents, lovers,
and friends.  Stoles with stories of pastors, preachers,
ministers, elders, priests, and rabbis.  Stories of young,
old, dead, and alive.  Stories of despair and hope.  Too
many stoles carry the story of those who,

A few of the stoles from the Shower of Stoles project featured at the
Affirm United 2005 conference. 

Photos: Don Acton and Wayne Woodard

The author of this feature article on
Affirm United’s August 2005 annual
conference held in Vancouver at
Trinity United Church is the planning
committee co-chair.

by COLLEEN ADAIR
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responsible for coordinating the work of Affirming
Ministries, seminarian outreach, francophone
interests and ecumenical/international contacts.  

2 Created a new Council position with
portfolio, to be filled by the chair of the

revamped Educational Resources working group.

3To create the above new position, it was
necessary to reduce the At-Large positions

on Council by one.  

4Council recommended that the Nominations
Working Group Report to the 2005 Annual

General Meeting reflect the above changes.

It was hoped this new structure would better
represent the Affirming Ministries Working Group
and our other education-oriented initiatives on
Council.  It was also hoped that the resulting flow-
chart would bring proper emphasis to this crucial
area of our mission as we sought charitable status.

Council 
Highlights
Six members of Affirm United’s national

Council met together at Vancouver’s Trinity
United Church for a day prior to the beginning

of this year’s Annual Conference.  Many items of
business were discussed, but two were of particular
importance.  The first related to Affirm’s
longstanding goal to become a registered charitable
organization (and be able to issue tax receipts).  The
second related to matters of the national Council’s
structure.

Charitable Status:  Council was delighted to
welcome local accountant and Affirm member Carol
O’Dell as a guest speaker on the topic of charitable
status.  Carol spoke of her experience working with a
number of non-profits, including Vancouver’s Pride
organization, and how important charitable status
was to further an organization’s growth and
objectives.  Affirm United has gone down this road
before—several times in the twenty-plus years of its
existence—and been rejected each time.  However,
the members present agreed the time seemed right to
try again.  To this end, Carol agreed to review
Affirm’s by-laws with an eye to their passing muster
with the appropriate officials.  Also, Affirm will seek
expert legal advice to assist us in making our
application.  Stay tuned for updates as this process
moves forward.

Reorganization:  In light of the renewed attempt
to achieve charitable status to better serve our
mission, it was noted that the educational aspects of
our work deserved to be highlighted.  It was agreed
the Affirming Ministries Program was a prime
example of Affirm’s role in facilitating education
around GLBT inclusion and justice.  Council also had
begun to recognize the need for a working group to
coordinate a number of new initiatives within Affirm
—things like seminarian outreach, francophone
interests, and ecumenical/international contacts—all
of which have educational components.  To this end,
Council took the following actions:

1Reorganized the current Educational
Resources working group by making it

Affirm United Unveils 
Its New Image

With the production of this issue of
Consensus, Affirm United/S'affirmer
ensemble reveals its new look—a

redesign that includes a new logo and letterhead, a
new brochure, and a redesign of Consensus. This
“common look and feel” will be incorporated into
other materials we produce, including the upcoming
Affirming ministries kit and video. 

The design centers on a logo created by Joyce
Cosby, which incorporates a sense of Spirit-led
movement with the rainbow colours that symbolize
our diverse membership.

The new brochure on Affirm United
accompanies this mailing of Consensus. It was
created to give a wider audience a sense of who we
are and what we do. We encourage members to
share the brochure with others who may appreciate
knowing more about our organization. If you
would like additional copies, please contact the
Affirm United membership coordinator (see page
15). Bulk copies are available at a nominal cost. A
French version of the brochure will be off the press
shortly.    �
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Reconciliation dans la confiance

La conférence annuelle de l’Église Unie du Canada, à
Vancouver, avait pour thème « La réconciliation
dans la confiance ». Martha Juillerat, une

presbytérienne américaine et  directrice du projet Shower
of Stoles (exposition d’étoles) était invitée comme personne
ressource. Elle a ponctué ses enseignements de faits
historiques et de témoignages de foi de personnes gaies
(LGBT), qui sont résumés et illustrés sur des étoles.  Nous
avons pu en admirer 200 parmi la collection de 1000
provenant de laïcs ou de pasteurs, parfois anonymes,
rattachés à 26 confessions religieuses dans 6 pays.

Voici quelques réflexions à partir de cinq mots clés
des allocutions de Martha.

Réconciliation
Maintenant que nous avons des lois au Canada, nous
devons commencer à témoigner de notre foi afin de
rejoindre les personnes croyantes isolées, hors de nos
communautés. Sommes-nous convaincuEs que rien ne
peut nous séparer de l’amour de Dieu? Sommes-nous
heureux?

Transformation
La transformation commence à l’intérieur. Nous devons
y faire le ménage et y mettre de l’ordre. Nous pouvons
cerner la rage en nous et la mettre au service de
l’action.

Pouvoir
Il est plus difficile de nous brancher
sur notre pouvoir comme personne
de foi d’abord plutôt que sur notre
réalité « queer ». Nous sommes
invitées à unifier notre corps, notre
âme et notre sexualité. Nous
sommes faits à l’image de Dieu.
Nous sommes une nouvelle réalité.
Nous sommes co-créateurs/créa-
trices. Les églises ne sont pas Dieu.

Service 
Nous sommes des agentEs de
réconciliation qui sommes invitéEs
à travailler pour la justice. Les
histoires vécues sont plus

puissantes que les arguments liés à la Bible. C’est ce qui
peut changer la société.

Leadership
Utiliser les dons que nous avons pour être des témoins.
Être inclusif, ça peut sauver une vie. Une personne qui
était désespérée et qui projetait de se suicider a roulé en
auto pendant trois heures jusqu’à ce qu’elle trouve une
église affichant le logo aux couleurs de l’arc-en-ciel. Un
pasteur l’y a accueillie.
Autres faits saillants de la conférence : un mariage et un
défilé

Un mariage. Nous avons été témoins du mariage de
Martha et de sa conjointe, toutes deux américaines et
qui ne pouvaient se marier dans leur pays. 

Un défié. Plusieurs communautés de l’Église Unie ont
été acclamées au défilé de la fierté gaie par un public
majoritairement asiatique. Beaucoup de groupes
communautaires et quelques commerces ont participé
joyeusement au défilé près de la mer pendant près de
trois heures. La banderole que j’avais confectionnée était
la seule en français! Saviez-vous qu’il y a une paroisse
de l’Église Unie dans le quartier chinois de Vancouver?
En plus des cinq mots qui sont au cœur du message de
Martha, on pourrait ajouter :  « Passez à l’action! ».  �

—Nicole Hamel

Une bénévole et
Nicole Hamel



fall 2005  consensus 7

congregations.” He believes it was an excellent way to
show how congregations can work together to inform
the public about the work of Affirm United in Toronto.

“It is important that people hear a different
message from churches, not the usual negative one,”
said one participant.    �

Rainbow balloons and music:
Affirming float in Toronto Pride parade 
wins kudos from Affirm United

Acolourful float and upbeat
presence at the 2005 Toronto
Pride parade paid off for

Affirming congregations in the Toronto
area when they won this year’s Affirm
United award for Affirming ministry
programming. The decision was
announced at Affirm United’s August
conference in Vancouver.

The float, mounted on a 25-foot
flatbed truck, entertained close to a
million onlookers with full-volume,
upbeat music while a small army of
United Church marchers waved
hundreds of rainbow-coloured helium
balloons.

Bob Martyn, chair of the Diversity Committee at Glen
Rhodes United Church and one of the key organizers of
the float project, said the event was “the most powerful
impression ever made by Toronto Affirm United

Above and below:
Affirm United float at the Toronto
2005 Pride Parade

Photos: Ralph Wushke
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Western women named top GLBT volunteers

Two women from Western Canada,
Vancouver’s Meg Hickling and
Velma Stevenson of Saskatoon,

each received a Volunteer of the Year
award at Affirm United’s 2005 annual
conference held in Vancouver in August.

Hickling, an internationally known
sexual health educator and registered
nurse, has also been named to the Order
of British Columbia and the Order of
Canada for her work. She developed
curricula for use in the schools (B.C.
Family Life Curriculum), and has led
conferences on violence against women,
pornography, sexual abuse prevention,
and sexuality.

As a volunteer, Hickling has trained
and inspired dozens of other sexual
health educators. She wrote the
bestseller, “Speaking of Sex: What Your
Children Need to Know and When They
Need to Know It” and other books.  She
also created a video series, “Sex Spelled
Out for Parents.”

A member of Friends of Affirm,
and later Affirm United, Hickling was
an early and outspoken supporter of
gay and lesbian people in the United
Church. As a church volunteer, she was a resource
person and advocate in meetings and study groups on
issues of human sexuality.

Sexuality “is not just about ‘having sex,’ ” says
Hickling. “It involves every aspect of our being in the
world and in our relationships with each other and with
our spirituality.”

Affirm United’s other Volunteer of the Year, Velma
Stevenson, has a long history of involvement in
Affirming ministry work at the congregational and
presbytery level. Until this year, she was a co-chair of the
Worship, Christian Education, and Affirming Ministry
Committee at St. Thomas Wesley United Church, an
Affirming congregation in Saskatoon.

“Velma has been credit to the life at St. Thomas

Wesley United Church,” says nominator David
Norwood.

“When we needed anything prepared for petitions,
letters to parliamentarians, Velma had things already in
hand. In the many Pride parades in Saskatoon you could
count on Velma to be at the forefront and to be the most
vocal person there. She may be short in stature but she is
big in heart and has supported the local GBLT
community wholeheartedly. Stevenson retired [from
many of her volunteer involvements] this year due to
failing health. She is sadly missed.” �

Meg Hickling (centre) receives Volunteer of the Year
Award at Affirm AGM from co-chairs Sally Harris (right)
and Wilson MacLennan (left).               Photo: Ed Avey
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AGM spotlights... 
Affirming, education, communication

Education and communications, focusing particularly
on Affirming ministries, took the spotlight at Affirm
United’s 2005 annual general meeting in Vancouver

on Aug. 1.

More muscle for education  
Council members reported that a new priority is being
given to the Educational Resources Working Group,
which is the umbrella for all educational resource groups,
including Welcoming Church Program Leaders, Affirming
Ministries, Francophone Resources, and Seminary
Contact. To co-ordinate the shared educational
components, Chair of Educational Resources becomes a
new position on Council.

Draft of Affirming info kit on website
Participants at the AGM learned that the draft of an
updated information and education kit is available on the
Affirm United website to help congregations in the
process of becoming Affirming.

Affirming video due out in 2006
The AGM was told that a video featuring three Affirming
congregations would be ready for distribution early in
2006. Affirm United and Berkley Studios are producing
the video with a grant from the United Church. Affirm
United has a colorful new logo and membership brochure.
As well, a poster describing the organization has been
produced in French and English.

Who’s who?
The AGM approved nominations for 2005-2006. The full
Affirm United team is listed on page 15.

Two more Affirming ministries in 2005-06
AGM participants heard that two congregations became
Affirming in 2005-06, bringing the number of Affirming
ministries to 32. The newcomers are L’Eglise unie Saint-
Pierre in Quebec City and Harcourt Memorial United
Church in Guelph, Ontario. See back page for the full
list.   �

Affirm United Co-chair Wilson
Maclennan addresses the AGM.

Photo: Ed Avey

Maritimes retreat 
for GLBTT folk 

Asecond annual weekend retreat for gay, lesbian,
bisexual, transgender, and transsexual folk takes
place Nov. 25-29 at the United Church’s

Tatamagouche education centre in Nova Scotia. 
Rainbow Retreat Weekend will focus on nurturing self-
respect and love—so it can be shared with and received
from others, according to organizers.

Tatamagouche Centre is sponsoring the event, and
facilitators for a second year are Tony Burnett and Bob
Johnson. Tony is a lay member of Wilmot United Church

in Fredericton, New Brunswick. Bob is the minister of
Wesley United Church in St. Andrews, New Brunswick.
Both are adult educators.   

This is to be a gentle weekend of spiritual self-caring,
say organizers. “There will be time for sacred silence, good
meals (of course!), sharing what you need to share,
socializing, use of the outdoor labyrinth (weather
permitting), lots of music and singing, rest and relaxation.” 

The $195 fee includes the program, lodging, and
meals. Some bursary funds are available. To register or for
more information, contact the centre by phone at  1-800-
218-2220, or visit the website at :
http://www.tatacentre.ca �
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Eldon Hay of Sackville, New Brunswick, is a 
member of the Order of Canada and a retired 
United Church minister.
By Eldon Hay

Nationally, the United Church of Canada is
officially in favour of same-sex marriage. But the
decision to implement this policy lies with local

congregations, not all of whom see this as an obvious
issue of justice. Some, in fact, have been quick to build
fences to hold off change. In the Spring 2005 edition of a
Nova Scotia publication, Imprints, the United Church’s
Rev. Ivan Gregan wrote that the ruling of the Supreme
Court in favour of same-sex marriage “caused many
congregations to consider their own marriage policies and
practices.” He said that many in his own congregation
“felt pressured to make a marriage policy” (“Marriage—A
Holy Estate,” 13).

I find it surprising that a congregation would operate
for years with no marriage policy at all. Or does the
possibility of gays and lesbians asking for church
weddings require change to unwritten practices that
assume the couple must be heterosexual? I also have to
ask whether the bar been heightened in any way.

I wonder about this because certain ministers have
told me: “We don’t want our church to be a gay church.
We don’t want our chapel to be the site of gay weddings.”

I also know that some congregations, now that same-
sex marriage is upon us, have freshly developed policies.
These include: “At least one of the couple must be a
member or, at least, a faithful adherent.” and/or  “One of
the two must have been baptized.” and/or “The couple
will submit a letter requesting marriage three months in
advance.”

On one hand, we have the state: unconditional,
gracious. On the other hand, we have United Church
congregations erecting fences.

Almost 20 years ago, I made a memorable weekend
visit to Toronto. Memorable for two reasons: First, my
adult gay son Ron came out to me. Secondly, as chair of a
United Church national subcommittee, I presented a
report urging the integration of children into the life of
the church. That report was accepted, and one of the
visible results today is seeing youngsters welcomed at the
church family meal, Holy Communion. 

For the little ones, it was relatively easy to unfence
communion. But for my adult gay son or lesbian daughter
seeking to marry in a United Church congregation, fences
are raised, or newly constructed.

If gays and lesbians are potential claimants to church

weddings (assumed, I think, but unstated in Rev.
Gregan’s article), the development of a truly adequate
marriage policy must include consideration of the
Christian church’s long-standing role in the oppression of
homosexual persons.

Most of the gays and lesbians I have talked to in the
last 20 years (many of whom grew up in the United
Church) have experienced religious oppression.
Sometimes this was an overt expression of hostility and
prejudice from pew and/or pulpit. Much more frequently,
it was utter silence.

I am first to agree that United Church congregations
are to be thanked for their lengthy debate, good
discussions, learning events, and prayers in considering
the question of allowing same-sex marriage. But did any
of those learning events hear from Christian gays and
lesbians—their stories, their learning, their prayers? If not,
I sense a serious gap; if not, I weep. �

Some congregations are raising 
fences against same-sex marriage

Affirm United T-shirts, featuring the group’s
new and wildly active logo on a black
background, are now for sale by mail.

The youth size price is $12. All others cost
$20 (small, medium, large, XL, 2XL, and
3XL). The cost of postage is not included
and will depend on the size of the package
and the shipping address. 

To order, send address, quantity and T-
shirt size(s), and a cheque made out to
Affirm United, to Ken DeLisle, 125 Furby
St., Winnipeg, MB, R3C 2A4.

An invoice for postage will be included with
the shipment.

T-shirts
with logo 
for sale
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Things a
transgender
person faces
by (Mark) Monica Gorman

It was a Sunday evening several months ago. I’d been
watching a television documentary about gender
reassignment. I picked up the phone to call a religious

minister I’ve known for several years. 
She’s very sympathetic to the needs of transgender

people. 
I’ve been labelled transgender for a long, long time.
I also realized a long time ago that I’m not going to

go any further in terms of surgical or chemical
interventions on the road to becoming female. 

My ears are pierced and I always wear earrings. I
often do my nails—those on my toes as well as my

because they have never had a child.
So, it was also an overpowering sense of guilt for

being a fraud that prompted me to phone the minister.
She was quick to assure me that I’m quite genuine. 

Even though I’m a femme-male, I’ve never had
major surgical intervention. I haven’t. And I won’t.

Ditto for female hormones. I have no interest in any.
And I used to feel very guilty about that.

I say “used to.” I don’t feel guilty anymore. That’s in
part due to a psychiatrist I’ve been seeing whose practice
deals almost exclusively with gender-related matters. 

Besides, with the help of the atmosphere and some of
the people at Ottawa’s First United Church (an Affirming
congregation I’ve been attending for over two years), I’ve
come to see that being transgender is just fine in the eyes
of God. �

Editor’s note: the author has recently decided to use the name
Monica, rather than Mark Monica. And her hair is currently a
shoulder-length stylish bob.

Transgender  I s sues

Gorman book features
transgender spiritual
poetry

Anewly published book of spiritual poetry by
Mark Gorman, a contributor to Consensus on
transgender issues, is available from HMS Press

in London, Ontario. The London chapter of the
Canadian Poetry Association is co-sponsoring the work.

Loneliness and Pride is Gorman’s first single-
author book. The co-author of other books, Gorman has
also written plays; been an arts critic for print, TV, and
radio; and worked as a publicist for artists. Gorman’s
work appears frequently on the pages of Consensus,
where he celebrates his transgender identity under the
name Mark Monica Gorman.

An Ottawa resident, Gorman is a member of First
United, an Affirming congregation.

In Loneliness and Pride, Gorman provides glimpses
of what life is like for one who is poor and transgender,
yet chooses a God-filled life within The United Church
of Canada.

Gorman’s new volume of poetry is available for $5
from Wayne Ray, HMS Press, Box 340, London, ON,
N6A 4W1. 

For information call 1-519-680-3684 or send e-mail
to: cpa@sympatico.ca. �

``With the help of an
Affirming congregation I've
been attending for over two
years, I've come to see that
being transgender is just fine

in the eyes of God.``

fingernails. I have a soft spot for wearing red lipstick.
My hair is fairly long and thick. It’s past my shoulders.

I usually wear it back in a ponytail. Sometimes I wear it in
a twist. 

Whenever I wear a skirt, it’s usually one that’s black or
dark red. Most of the time I wear slacks, usually dark, that
were bought in a women’s clothing store. And it goes
without saying that I always wear “female” under-
clothing—bras, camisoles, panties.  

I have a femme name to complement my masculine
title. It’s Monica. Which brings me to the other reason for
phoning my minister friend that night.

Next to a lot of other “girls,” I often felt incomplete.
Like I wasn’t as “feminine” or “female.” Similar to some
biological women who feel bad because they think they
don’t measure up to depictions of women found in
magazines. Or the biological women who feel “less than”
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Interfaith
Coalition Speaks
in Favour of 
Equal Marriage
It began last February with an e-mail to progressive clergy

from a Vancouver rabbi wondering about their silence on

the equal marriage debate. It ended in April with a rally

organized by an interfaith coalition of Christians, Jews,

Unitarians, Quakers, and Buddhists, all supporting the

federal equal marriage bill. Colleen Adair of First United in

Vancouver reflects on the process that brought this diverse

group together. 

by COLLEEN ADAIR

The excitement building in the emails that followed
the rabbi’s first missive was captivating. It was
clear there was a supportive voice in a multitude of

faiths in Vancouver. It was time to let our country know
that not everyone in all faith communities was opposed to
equal marriage. The spark was there, the flame began to
burn, and the first meeting was planned.

Our group, small but mighty, met three times in
the next six weeks. We used a consensus model and chose
a date two weeks after Easter and two weeks before
Passover to hold a rally. We slowly carved out a sense of
what we wanted to create—a public affirmation by a
variety of faith communities of equal marriage in Canada.

Composed of Christians, Jews, Unitarians,
Quakers, and Buddhists, this newly formed multi-faith
coalition constantly held the bigger picture in front of
them: each faith community was working for the good of
the whole and understood that we basically held the same
beliefs around human rights, equality, and justice. It was
holding this core value from such a solid grounding that
knit this group together quickly, and moved us at great
speed to organize our rally in a mere six and a half weeks.

***

Vancouver, April 20, 2 p.m. For the past half hour people
have arrived in small groups, some carrying banners from
various faith communities. Those banners are now held

proudly across the expansive steps of the Vancouver Art
Gallery, colourful and waving in the light breeze.
Denominations that have joined this multi-faith coalition
are here to publicly state their support for equal marriage
in Canada:

On view are Anglicans, Canadian Unitarians, The
United Church of Canada (six congregations), and Dignity
(a national support group for GLBT Roman Catholics). In
the crowd are other groups: the Ahavat Olam Jewish
congregation, Quakers, Wiccans, First Nations, and
Buddhists. How often is one able to witness such a
diverse group of faith communities gathered together for
a singular cause?

The cameras roll as a rabbi, David Mivasair,
welcomes the crowd and introduces Hedy Fry (Member of
Parliament for Vancouver Centre) and Bill Siksay
(Member of Parliament for Burnaby-Douglas). Each
speaks passionately in support of Bill C-38, the federal
same-sex marriage bill.

The assembly is led in song, and each faith group
is called to stand forward in support. Philip Cable
(minister at First United Church, Vancouver) outlines the
Statement of the Religious Coalition for Equal Marriage
Rights: An Affirmation of Diversity, then he breaks into a
solo of  “Everything Possible.”

Religious leaders are invited to report their
number of same-sex marriages performed and planned.
No lines drawn, no distinctions between faiths, no
groupings of communities, no debates. Instead, before us
is a group of people who have come together with voice,
banner, beliefs, and support. The seed, planted in an e-
mail six and a half weeks earlier, has sprouted.

The religious voices in support of equal marriage
must continue to be heard. The people of Canada have a
right to know where we stand on this justice and equality
issue. �
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By MONICA MOORE
The author is minister at Affirm United's newest 
Affirming congregation.

At a worship service held on April 3, 2005, the
congregation of Harcourt Memorial United
Church in Guelph, Ontario, celebrated becoming

an Affirming ministry.
It was the culmination of almost five years of

discernment and soul searching. That we would celebrate
with a worship experience was in keeping with the entire
Affirming process. And that is because some of the most
transformative moments happened as the Harcourt
community came together in worship.

Back on December 10, 2000, my partner in ministry,
John Buttars, preached what was for him, and for many in
the congregation, a pivotal sermon. He “came out” as the
father of a lesbian daughter.

John’s sermon had incredible meaning for the 30 or
so other families in the congregation (which we were
aware of) who also had gay or lesbian children or other
family members. I should point out that John told his own
story, not his daughter’s. Sharing this moving story within
the context of our worship of God opened the doors (if
only a crack) to having this community enter into the
Affirming process.

By the spring of 2001, a devoted team was off and
running. Their mandate was “To guide the congregation
through a process, leading to a decision regarding
becoming an Affirming Congregation in the United
Church of Canada.”

Very early on, the team decided that we would
request a vote on the issue, not when we felt that it would
pass, but when there were no more questions to be asked.
This, I am certain, helped to gain the trust of the
congregation.

There were workshops, panel discussions, a question
box, and a library display. No stone stayed unturned as
we sought input and comments from Harcourt’s varied
groups and individuals. For two church years the
congregation whole-heartedly took part.

Then came another pivotal moment, also involving

worship. The Affirming Committee planned a whole
service around what it meant to feel welcomed, or
unwelcomed, into a church community. Two people from
the gay community told the stories of their relationships
with the church—stories of love and acceptance, but also
painful stories of hatred and rejection. 

In April 2003, the Affirming Committee called for a
congregational vote; they felt “there were no more
questions to be asked.” The Council, however, did not feel
the same way and decided to rewrite the mission
statement to make clear our inclusive aims. The hope was
that, with a new and inclusive mission statement, our
wedding policy would be open to same-sex marriage,
whether or not we joined Affirm United as an Affirming
congregation.

An inclusive mission statement won approval in
February 2004 and soon became real through acts of
worship. The child of a lesbian couple was baptized; a
lesbian couple was married; and the prayers of the people
(which include requests submitted on the offering plates)
soon reflected concerns and thanksgivings by GBLT
people.

Many in the congregation preferred to avoid a vote
for fear that it might be divisive. Some argued that
Harcourt was already a small “a” affirming congregation,
why did we need to make it a capital “A”? But after four
years of work on the issue, there were enough people who
believed a public stance was necessary. 

The vote took place at our annual meeting in
February 2005. Only two people spoke to the final motion.
They spoke in favour, and with a gentle passion. An
overwhelming majority were in favour of becoming an
Affirming ministry. 

When the results were shared, there was a simple
moment of silence. I would call it a sacred silence. It
wasn’t long; yet I remember it well. There was no sense of
triumph, as if “our team won.” The silence spoke loudly:
“We have done a good thing.”

It was a moment of worship. And I, for one, look
forward to a future full of safety, sharing, and celebration
as we continue to worship the God of Life.   �

Aff i rm ing Min i st r ies News

Harcourt Memorial
celebrates becoming 
an Affirming congregation
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Aff i rm Un i ted  Membersh ip

Is your membership up-to-date?
� JOIN � RENEW � MAKE A

DONATION!
It’s easy. Just complete the form below

and send a cheque payable to Affirm United to:

Affirm United Membership Co-ordinator
P.O. Box 57057
Somerset Station
Ottawa ON  K1R 1A1

The membership period is Jan. 1 to Dec. 31 of each year. If the date at the
lower right corner of the address label on the envelope that brought Consensus
is blank or shows a year other than 2005, your membership has lapsed.

Affirm United Membership/Donation Form

Name

Institution (if applicable)

Address

Postal Code

Home Telephone

Work Telephone

E-mail

� This is a renewal.

� This is a new membership.

� I am signing here to indicate that I support the purposes of Affirm United (new members).

� Here is my $30 fee for an individual/household membership.

� Here is my $100 fee for an institutional membership (e.g., congregation, presbytery,
school).

� I am adding a donation of $                    to help with projects and expenses.

� I cannot afford the membership fee right now. Please accept my contribution of $               
and continue to send me your mailings.

� Please remove me from your mailing list.

� I wish to be contacted by a member of An Affirm United ministry or group near my home.

[ ]

Affirm United/
S’affirmer ensemble
P.O. Box 57057, 
Somerset Station
Ottawa ON  K1R 1A1
www.affirmunited.ca
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Affirm United Co-Chairs
Sally Harris
1805 Larch St, Vancouver, BC V6K 3N9
Phone: (778) 889-5797 Email:
docks@shaw.ca 

Wilson MacLennan
463 Golf Blvd, Winnipeg, MB R3K IB9
Phone: (204) 896-8594
Email: wmaclenn@mb.sympatico.ca

Secretary 
Laura Fouhse
301 G Weston St.
Winnipeg, MB  R3E 3H4
Phone: (204) 956-2904
rainbow@winnipegpresbytery.org

Treasurer
Ken DeLisle
125 Furby St., Winnipeg, MB  R3C 2A4
(204) 772-4322
Email: delislek@umalumni.mb.ca

Membership Co-ordinator
Read Sherman
660 MacLaren St, Ottawa, ON K1R 5L2
Phone: (613) 233-0327
Email: r.sherman@sympatico.ca

Education Resource Co-ordinator
Brian Mitchell-Walker
418A McDonald St, Regina, SK S4N 6E1
Phone: (306) 721-3311 
Email (Brian): brimitch@sasktel.net

Communications Co-ordinator
Michael MacEachen
1888 Victoria St., #6
Montreal, QC J4V 1M5
(450) 465-1677
Email: mikeymo@videotron.ca

The Aff i rm Un ited leadersh ip team

Members at Large
Edward Avey
310 Cromwell St, London, ON N6A 1Z6
Phone: (519) 432-7461 or (519) 238-2220
Email: aveye@golden.net

Marcie Gibson
547 Saint-Remi St, Montreal, QC H4C 3G4
Phone: (514) 933-8270
Email: marcie.gibson@mail.mcgill.ca

Nicole Hamel
181 ave. du lac est
Stoneham, QC  G0A 4P0
rejnic@sympatico.ca

Roy Holton
6 Cambridge St, Cambridge, ON N1R 3R6
Phone: (519) 621-6060
Email: holton@porchlight.ca

Seminarian Contact 
Anne Hines
Phone: (416) 485-4551
Email: annemhines@aol.com

Transgender Contact
Ruth Bramham  
720 Avonwick Avenue, Unit #52
Mississauga, ON L5R 4C6
(905) 890-6358
Email: rbramham@sympatico.ca

Affirming Ministries Program Co-chairs
Brian Mitchell-Walker and Liz Carter
c/o Brian Mitchell-Walker
418A McDonald St, Regina, SK S4N 6E1
Phone: (306) 721-3311 
Email (Brian): brimitch@sasktel.net
Email (Liz): lizcarter@sasktel.net

Consensus Editor
Alyson Huntly 
1120 Moselle Cres, Ottawa, ON K1C 2T2
Phone: (613) 841-2354 
Email: ahuntly@magma.ca

Webweaver
Charles Bidwell
11143-70 Ave, Edmonton, AB T6H 2G9
Phone: (780) 436-8774
Email: charles.bidwell@ualberta.ca

A f f i r m Un i ted  webs i te :  www.af f i r mun i ted .ca
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Augustine United Church, Winnipeg
444 River Ave, Winnipeg, MB R3L 0C7
(204) 284-2250

Bathurst United Church, Toronto
427 Bloor St W, Toronto, ON M5S 1X7
(416) 921-4967

Bloor Street United Church, Toronto
300 Bloor St W, Toronto, ON M5S 1W3
(416) 924-7439

Cambrian Presbytery, Northwestern
Ontario
310 Park Ave, Thunder Bay, ON P7B 6C8
(807) 345-3916

Centenary United Church, Hamilton
24 Main St. W, Hamilton, ON L8P 1H2
(905) 522-6843

Centenary-Queen Square United Church,
Saint John
215 Wentworth St, Saint John, NB E2L 2T4
(506) 634-8288

Emmanuel-Howard Park United Church,
Toronto
214 Wright Ave, Toronto, ON M6R 1L3
(416) 536-1755

First United Church, Ottawa
397 Kent St, Ottawa, ON K2P 2B1 
(613) 232-1016

First United Church, Salmon Arm
PO Box 940, Salmon Arm, BC V1E 4P1
(250) 832-3860

First United Church, Vancouver
320 East Hastings St, Vancouver, BC V6A 1P4
(604) 681-8365

Glen Rhodes United Church, Toronto
1470 Gerrard St E, Toronto, ON M4L 2A3
(416) 465-3755

Harcourt Memorial United Church 
87 Dean Ave., Guelph, ON N1G 1L3
(519) 824-4177

Kamloops United Church, Kamloops
421 St. Paul St, Kamloops, BC V2C 2J7
(250) 372-3020

Metropolitan United Church, Toronto
56 Queen St E, Toronto, ON M5C 2Z3
(416) 363-0331

Peterborough and Area Affirm United
c/o St. Andrew's United Church 
441 Rubidge St. Peterborough, ON  K9H 4E4
(705) 745-2722 (o)  (705) 741-4271 (h)

Rainbow Ministry, Winnipeg
Presbytery
301-G Weston St, Winnipeg, MB R3E 3H4
(204) 954-2904

Rosedale-Queen Mary United Church,
Montreal
6870 Terrebonne Ave, Montreal, QC H4B 1C5
(514) 484-9969

St. James United Church, Regina
4506 Sherwood Dr, Regina, SK S4R 4B4
(306) 543-2626

Salmon Arm United Church  
PO Box 940, Salmon Arm, BC 
(250) 832-3860

Église unie Saint-Jean, Montréal
110, rue Ste-Catherine E, 
Montréal, QC H2X 1K7
(514) 866-0641

St. John's United Church, Marathon
PO Box 698, Birch St, Marathon, ON P0T 2E0
(807) 229-1031

Eglise unie Saint-Pierre, Québec
78, rue Sainte-Ursule, Québec, QC  G1R 4E8 
(418) 692-3422

St. Thomas-Wesley United Church,
Saskatoon
808-20th St W, Saskatoon, SK S7M 0Y3
(306) 244-7676

Southminster-Steinhauer United
Church, Edmonton
10740-19 Ave, Edmonton, AB T6J 6W9
(780) 435-2028

Sydenham Street United Church,
Kingston
82 Sydenham St, Kingston, ON K7L 3H4
(613) 542-9616

Tatamagouche Centre
RR 3, Tatamagouche, NS B0K 1V0
(902) 657-2231

Trinity United Church, Vancouver
1805 Larch St, Vancouver, BC V6K 3N9
(778) 889-7324

Trinity-St. Paul's United Church,
Toronto
427 Bloor St W, Toronto, ON M5S 1X9
(416) 922-8435

Union Church, Sainte-Anne-de-
Bellevue
24 Maple Ave, Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue, QC
H9X 2E6 (514) 457-5819

United Theological College / 
Le Séminaire Uni
3521 University Ave, Montreal, QC 
H3A 2A9
(514) 849-2042

Wesley United Church, Cambridge
6 Cambridge St, Cambridge, ON N1R 3R6
(519) 621-6060

Westminster United Church,
Waterloo
543 Beechwood Dr, Waterloo, ON 
N2T 2G7
(519) 746-6080

Young United Church, Winnipeg
222 Furby St, Winnipeg, MB  R3C 2A7
(204) 783-0128

Aff i rm ing  Min i st r ies

� THE AFFIRMING MINISTRIES OF AFFIRM UNITED WORK FOR
INCLUSION AND JUSTICE FOR PEOPLE OF ALL SEXUAL ORIENTATIONS
AND GENDER IDENTIT IES WITHIN THE UNITED CHURCH AND IN
SOCIETY.


