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Co-Chair Report

Cons emsissu the
news l etter o f ﬁhfcc{%e Harfd1 aHdnBlrlén 4tdhell-Walker du conseil national de PFLAG. A la suite d'une
SO6Affirmer ensem Kklv by ph Brian. Mad Proulx-kenzl
organization |ofonm e(g B meet (weekly by phone to go over rencontre avec Brian, Madame Proulx-kenzle a
gay bi sexual | COQcgrysas they arose prepare for conference accepté d'étre des notres, 1'été prochain a
tra n sgender p e Sablsl, do vagiqugywebsite changes and follow up Edmonton. Pour la premiére fois, nous aurons
their friends| worktethevaripys eouncil meetings (with une francophone parmi les conférenciers.
United Chur ch| miny, Gany, smany emails and phone calls). We
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volunteers and supporting their work.

Brian has become part of the GBLTT
aConsMtation pledning group along with Sally

2 NHeatris anf Pihda HAtBhinson. This group will
bﬁ Segking pames - apd;volunteers for facilitators
of regional gatherings across the country.

Ed a ¢ loin eWe thank our new bilingual Consensus team,

Marie-Andrée Babin, Jackie Harper and Glen
Warren. We also appreciate the work of the
Peterborough group (with the leadership of Judy
Amsbury and Lynn Miller) for copying and
distribution of Consensus. We encourage all
who are reading this issue of Consensus to
consider submitting an article about what is
happening in your area.

Aprés avoir vu un reportage de télévision de
Régina en francais, Nicole est entrée en contact
avec Francine Francine Proulx-Kenzle, membre

i ted

uni ted.

ns en fran-

those of the |aund®&tiernsatertld $hch@dsahe brochure and Bill C-389 to amend the Canadian Human

not necessari|l Yostbretd rhaﬁecthtem ihdPe8singly bilingual. Rights Act and the Criminal Code to include

views o foAffirm U n It gender identity and gender expression as

SO0Affirmer enijs Y gy

news stories ontmule to recogmze gaat all the work of prohibited grounds of discrimination. We are

letters are al %g‘ fgrpﬁg nsemble could not be thankfgl for the coc?perfition from General
Consensus done w1thout all of the council members and all Council staff (Alcris Limongi and Barbara

reserves the |rthgather valunteegs gnyolvedsingthe activities Lloyd) in creatinga Ca | | t o suppatt i

l ength, ¢l ar it gcrossthe dountrys Much of Nicole’s and this bill.

style Brian’s work is networking with these many

As we look forward to our AGM this summer.
We are also aware of various positions that will
need to be filled to continue the great work of
Affirm United/S’affirmer Ensemble. In our
search for new people we also work towards
having more intercultural representation. If you
are interested or know someone that you could
suggest for the following positions, please
contact Nicole and Brian. Nicole will be
finishing her term as co-chair and Andrea
Nugent will be finishing her term as treasurer.
So as well as looking for a treasurer and a co-
chair, we will also be looking to fill a member at
large on our Council.

Even in our second year of this new structure,
we recognize there is much to be worked on and
continue to be open to suggestions as to how
best to carry out this volunteer work.
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) Affirming Ministries

|l ntentionally I nternationa

hen CounchdirG@o Nicol e S'aamfdf i Brmean ensembl e have di ¢
asked i f [ woul d wr i t eclmmol ergtiiccalle ionnff omyat i on and
experiences as Af firmbolWni taend /i $'t efrfniart meomal j oi nt b
ensembl eds I nternational representative I
ent husiastically said AYES! !Allonwouwidt hl owtei fttos dion t §az & 0 pAC
every time | have sat down t®huwwrciht ePrsogredrhi bgade wouNdt glot |
stuck with #Ahow do | begi n swrbistiidn®salidhwmtt @@mvet lpeoyvi dsld
experience and the immense lemponitmaonttlaapeotsuns awngryath
ti me we meet? How do | evenowregimees hagsnghawiet hbadéh q@fuj de
you the importance of Affirm elnderesdhiSg adffi Beneh Zpmewhl e|@s

witness and presence to suchwiatlgather Ung@er ssiwivy bef h Mé maje g «

She has supported this gro

up [o

Certainly t he worthiness otf o Afefairmm miyme t atd b8t afhfoiwr meor| c c
ensembl ebs presence rests dhmaret desltongr akit scesy reodardin
participation in ecumenical deauweleap nagrsd bstgri exmdg tntge nwi tt the iRjo nd
Coughlin and champi o-Waldk &iy. RToinesu nMitti ®sal IThe goal of hef
history is wel!/l document ed arhesearfraiigsh Wwietaldeirts @& os hawd mod
of practice and engagement tthhat rhdsaiddar rmoevde memttshrforuogrh| an
the years despite our small K« st@aiclei bhatihonni i¢hadessdawne
in international recognitionDr . Milton Bennettods Devel op me
Sensitivity to organi zatilon:
The international gathering deawelldprharst shsf aktfl deemé o¢ ome Rl
over the years beginning witph od esmalolnag¢r ocuopa crhii gnhgt.  uTph ri onut go
the mid 200006s. However withentsteenbmer gpearr toifc itphae i Mant iiomat he
Gay and Lesbi an Task Forcé actihleit gadoheninghe aGlEeBTT Nat i
increasing in o pltey. Glemies ai n€Coeaseéel has been
i

si ze and S
t

ni shed by

c
somewhat di m he economi cr edsopvencttufrun | &§nd ub mi

s ome of t he ongoi ng funding i s decreasing and t he
organi zations ar e l ooking to mer ge resources and
gat herings. To t hat end t he counci l of Af firm Unite

Homophobia- it s a communi ty

Even if here in Canada rights of BLGT people are recognized, there is still a lot to be done in the case of transgender and transsexual
people. We are still witnessing too much intolerance and hate. And many churches encourage discrimination on the basis of sexual orien-
tation and identity. In doing so they destroy the gospel’s message of inclusivity and communicate the image of a God whose love is con-
ditional in his relationship with human beings. Also, much could be said about “ex-gay” therapy. Many get out of there with deep de-
pression and suicidal thoughts. It is for all these reasons and more that “Affirm United / S affirmer ensemble” is asking you to join and
participate in the “international day against homophobia” by having a special worship dedicated to that day in your congregation. A the-
matic liturgy will be made for that day.
May 22nd 2011 will be an opportunity for all the affirm congregations to restate their support and community engagement to share the
good news.
The people of God need your support.
Marco Ste-Marie pour Affirm United /S’affirmer Ensemble

marcostemarie@hotmail.com
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LGBT Equal ity

As Affirm-aldiitrener/ e8sembledshantegnaheowabdom she gaine
representative | had the homacuirvioématfiEwnwedi yghithge Wau ne
tional Conference on LGBT Egdfuarl iftryee ,CriemtdIngs €hamger vat i
in Minneapolis, Mi nnesot a. B ahceh eyaeratrh ,t hwist hc ommd elr eotleer &
is held in a different regiboaol dft hteh ec rbmwidt.ed St at es, at -
tracting over 2500 attendees from all/l over North
America It is considered a Wmiodqluerensviigminfmecmantwhewent w
activists and | eaders come tgorgoeutnhdebrr efarkoirngdi sytewudye phada+ an
es and backgrounds to creatlenjaustniceualtt @mmuygh8pwhheststdl
t hat is both strengthening arMdiitms Kkiirnidn gantdo tthhies pcaornipirceih
pant s. depth of discrimination agai
der -ao@mf or ming people in a w
This year was hingtladii alg education, heal th

For the first thiowesiTnge.i $su@¥ was based on t
-year history tMNasierall &r ansgender Discrim
Conference of ahe ®wmaythe responses from o

N-m-gg,wge;m,,1 and Lesbian Na@mé oatl the key finding was t
Task Force b r otuhgehyt @af t en face, transgend ¢
.faith track onclhbhodmod mangd persons persever e
; . included a pl greaerlyy ndf more comfortable at
| 2 faith | eaders (gnawicreg ipgplb-oving after transi
lic witness tol edef sepénharassment in the v

religious Vi ews t hat ac-
cept GLBTT peopllhees eT haer e w of tdhaey hpirgoh-I

a fe i
‘mu Htaii t h conf egreanmc et hat hel d over 250 wor ks
cal IRrdacti ce Spsiiroints;. The 24th National Conf
Do Jussmaiscd he cul mination of ttyhr €Ce¢ eyadd mg cfh amligaen Ri9l, | 2 2}
ning by the Welcoming Chur ch nPrBoadrta molregdedvras yNatn-d. For 1

wor k which Af faifrfm r Wreirt eedn s/e mBwwe. creesat i ngchange. org

been a part of since the early 1990606s. Faith took a key
pl ace at thtoaw s pa olpedi ng pl enaraym tdleatpl fyogr at ef-afl f it omarf ffi¢
cused on a roundtable panel tdrn showptootemlbt ygcé of et part
in the struggle for LGBT equality. The plenary was
hosted by comic and soci al comment ator Kate Clinton

and -pGBT Minneapol i s Mayor rRels pRyhtadck | webubmitted, Rev.
comed participants to the conference and the city.

Rev. Rebecca Voel kel , t he =

director (and WCPL execut i\

ing keynote discussiL@aBTwif tali

|l eader s: , Fai sal -FAdtaimha,f ou g

Yvette Flunder, founder of

Church UCC, Rabbi Joshua

Congregation Bet Haverim i

Nancy Wil son, moder ator of

nity Church. Their discussion revolved around the i m-
portance of bridging the gap between secular and faith
communities to achieve full equality and justice.

At the plenary honoring the I ndigenous Peoples of the
Americas, internationally known poet and activist
Chrystos del i vered a poignant and provocative
speech, discussing her I|ife as a Two Spirit person and
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"/ Edmonton Conference

ui néa pas d®j " regard® desVveli d®bel ppst dwuear the wor
projet c¢lt Gets Betteré, ouvidde s upr g®cainming Alt ge
cLe meill eur est - venireélegbiamceand gay community
mouvement s ont v u | e yourergf.in Malrey young people f
d®noncer | i nti midation S hhi opmogpohionbge t hreotugh school , dea
déencourager des jeunes quwinde@avesnontusyi d¢tiivinag. |ife Th
Quelle fa-on positive de d@rhys tBieftiteerr 0| §odeeamat aoi orach o
sexuelle et de promouvoir Wtmeagsodi ®therevravklacemeh out fo
et chacun est reconnu comme personne dignhe de
respect ! This summer, in Edmonton from
Af firm United/ Séaffirmer ense
Cébest un bon 4®buts,semaiés potue! mntackl e this sensitive 1iss
jeune qui ne sait pas soOilgrpeeut sPredkredrs she-Kaasrkr&rapara
semaine doéintimidation =~ | @a®doksecretnasycompPebAGeGanada;
deux ans qudil | ui reste abvawntt tde weeeobitanmnmmpwage and
di pl*meé ou pour une moin&ke,ewmseyCchunt rsiosetstspecializing
sentie mise © part depuis dGuamsgeeadgrnsedd@epoptede Dr. And
|l eur dire que |l es chos-es vodmtstsdam@l iodr eSre xualNOMi noor4 ty S
il pas quelque chose djuse nboagnpeouveofhsCampg rfeYrefly, a can
mai ntenant ? devel ops | eadership and ot her
Cette question sera au cidhigeis ag usénfa@senadé sample of
Affirm United/ Soaffirmer eenncsoeunmbtieer 2Hhi® guinmesre at the c
d®roul er a Edmonton du 4 mamy 7otatoeyts tsoouseelteas well as
th " me ¢Making CirtRemBetutnermopaegodove made from conferences p
meilleuré. Le programme eekemd woddemotr&ksbheps, |l earning
conf ®renciers qui sont betco@mukorpadi l eur
capacit® de passer " I 6acti on afin de faire un
monde meilleur. Entre autTroesr,egFsaeci hor Prbel xonference
Kenzle, parent et secr®taie@d\ debafAFliAmeCcaragamble websit
Kar en Morton, auteur e etmog¢entce@porimaéi omes We hope to
m®t hodes pour sdoutiller " traverser des moments
di fficiles; Dr . Lorne Warneke, psychiatre reconnu
pour son travail aupr s des individus transgenres;
Dr . Andr ® Graceg ldstecueear fdu
Sexual Mi nority St wdi e$a and Ser vi
Facult® dé®ducation de | 6Universitd berta et
cef ondat eur du Camp fYrefly, un C
| eadership pour |l es jeunes. De pl uf mbr e ux
ateliers permettront aux participse xXplorer
déautres facettes died alnGsappel s 06
| 6£glise Unie et dans |l a plus grand aut ®.
Tous |l es d®t ai | s, y compri s un re
déinscription, s e trouvent au sit YAf firm
United / Séaffirmer ensemkt. _
www. affirmuniteAluceglaisir de Vous
rencontrer ° Edmonton cet ©®t® !
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_/ Conference Presenters

Presenters:

Francine&ehrsadsel Secretary and Fadaarcgpe hofnePPLi AGcCaomada, in h
address issues relating to sexual orientation Sthreomsa ap anre
of the faculty of the University of Regina in Regina, Sa
Dr. Andr® £.aGpraefeessor in Educational Policy Studies anc
and Services in the Faculty of EducatHe ni-fadaodcdcer Unfi veamspg
summer | eadership camp for sexual and gender minority yo
sues for the Canadian Teachers' Federation. Dr. Grace wi
Dr . Lor aa nelkieni c al Professor of PsHec hfiocaunrdye datt hteh eg elnndi

nei
Grey Nuns Hos

n d

tr

pital in Edmonton and i currently one of t

s
oDrr aNpapr rnoepkrei awti @ |t raadndsr

recomme sex reassignment surgery f

ing to ansgendered individuals and gender reassignment
Karen Mbntlatestl bfomok I" Sai d: Finding OuKar€omiMogtont tahd
thmetaphors are the natur al |l anguage in which we | earn al
examines, via personal stories, some of the metaphors th
particular foelatend L@BmM®I tiieme with us she will provide
will help guide us through difficult times.

We al so have
he is part of

Pat Power from the EIl der

to El der Abuse Net
the el der abuse prevention

team t hat i ncl u

Three tax-receiptable ways to support our work for justice

Thanks to the generosity of members and other supporters for nearly three decades, Affirm United/S’affirmer Ensemble continues to be a
vibrant organization that today seeks justice and inclusion for all people, regardless of gender identity or sexual orientation.

Since 2008, we have been able to say a very tangible thank you to donors —by issuing tax receipts, both for membership fees and for dollar

donations.

Here are three ways you can

Cheqgue i nFotmhng yeamathie ain way to donate was the tried-and-true “cheque in the mail,” once or twice a year. And that

still works for many people.

But now we’d like to recommend two other methods — both are easier and speedier. One is PAR; the other is Canada Helps.

P A RThrough PAR (preauthorized remittance), you instruct the United Church national office to remove a certain amount from your bank
account each month and forward it to AU/SE. Each February, we send you a tax receipt for the previous year’s total donation. It’s easy to
enroll in PAR and just as easy and quick to increase, decrease, or cancel your donation.

For more information about PAR, contact AU/SE treasurer, Andrea Nugent, by phone at 613-228-8177, or by email:

andinugent@gmail.com,

Canada dmda Hedps is a federally recognized charitable organization that accepts and forwards donations made to other charita-
ble groups. Canada Helps issues same-day tax receipts through its website or stores receipts until year end.

You can reach Canada Helps through our website: www.affirmunited.ca. After reaching the site, click on the red-coloured Affirm United

icon.
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when i was 11, life was pretty good. my outfits consisted of a few items:
two pairs of jean shorts, a texas rangers t-shirt, and an unremarkable shirt i
wore when that one was in the laundry. i dressed purely for comfort, as any
child should do at 11, and if i had facebook at the time, my statuses would
have read: "i love GAK!," "breaking in COOL new super soaker xs330!!!,"
and "parents got me bb gun for xmas!!"

my parents and many others referred to me as a "tomboy" - a term which i
always hated. i didn't wanted to be a boy. did i? i didn't think so. and alt-
hough i didn't have access to wikipedia to study the deeper meanings of
"tomboy", i saw it as demeaning. i knew it meant that i was trying to act
like a boy in some way - when 1 wanted to just be me. i didn't want a one
word explanation for why i liked to climb trees or strategize for all-day
water gun wars.

i felt they were saying "it's okay everyone, she's just doing it because she
likes doing things that boys do." a pre-emptive excuse so that no one
would suspect that there was something deeper going on. no, i liked doing
things that i liked doing. me, a girl.

my hair was short - not really short, but the easiest way i can explain it is
to call it a grown-out bowl cut. i didn't have anything against long hair - in
principle. but it was texas - it's 100 degrees there in september, in the
shade. the kind of heat that would make rapunzel get a buzz cut.

plus, my hair is super thick. i know, people say this all the time. but mine
i .8'm special. this made my mom’s hairbrushing sessions bring tears to
my eyes - which is no small feat, considering how tough i am. so, when i
was old enough to reason with her - i begged my mom to cut my hair so
that i could escape the tangles, the tears, and the extra 20 degrees that was
weighing on my shoulders.

my hairstyle didn't do much for people's percep-
tion of me as a girl in boy's clothing. i remember
being at my dads work and one of his co-workers
came up to me and calmly assured me that one
day, i would grow out of this phase, want to grow
my hair out, and actually € n jweaying dresses.
like my life - full of imagination and play - was something i was looking to
grow out of. and that wearing dresses would be a sign of something, a
reward for putting down my bb gun and picking up a tube of lipstick. i
wanted to take my slingshot and nail her right between the eyes.

deserved slingshot malice aside, some of my interests were non-violent. i
spent hours writing poems and stories, listening to oldies music, drawing
pictures of wild-haired people escaping from castles, and monopoly mara-
thons with my sister. i read books that made me want to live with bears on
venus and travel to middle earth to see if i was brave enough to help save
the world. i watched countless reruns of 'i love lucy' and aspired for her
comedic timing and acquisition of a bosom buddy just like ethel.

and there was romance, too. kind of.

for years my siblings and i attended 'christian skate night' at the local roller
rink: texas skatium. i'm not sure what was especially christian about it
besides the fact that they played only christian music and didn't have as
many couple skates. perhaps the soda was spiked with holy water (that
would've explained its lack of carbonation) and the music played sublimi-
nal anti-masturbation messages.

skate night was a good time for all - as we got to skate in a circle for at
least 2 hours, sometimes getting to do a reverse skate, a limbo, the hokey
pokey, and my favourite - the speed skate. these were all soundtracked
with jaunty pop-conservative songs, allowing us to have fun, but to be
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Our Stories: Tomboy

always mindful that we were sinners.

these synth-keyboard filled tunes were interrupted only for the aforementioned
'couple skate', where slow-conservative songs were played so that sweaty
palmed christians could hold each other's hands while they skated in a circle.
these were always the low point of the night - because it meant that i had to stop
skating, and watch doey-eyed morons skate in awkwardly synced slow-motion.
gross.

one such night, still in my 11th year, the dj announced that the couple skate was
coming up next and i skated towards my cubby, mentally armouring myself for
4 minutes of hell. a group of girls my age glided up to me - the lights were
already being dimmed for romantic effect - and i noticed they seemed nervous
and giggly.

the stared at me for a moment, smiling shyly, like i was going to guess why they
were there.

"uh, hi," i said, throwing them a bone.

they giggled in unison, as if they were programmed, and finally, one stepped in
closer and blurted:
"our friend wants to couple skate with you!"

they seemed collectively relieved that the news was out, and tense in anticipa-
tion for the answer.

in a split-second i knew what was happening. in my experience, when you are

11 years old, you customarily do not have a group of friends that are a different

gender than you. these high-strung girls were gathered in solidarity, requesting

that my sweaty palm be joined together, for the next 3.2 minutes, with the
sweaty palm of their friend, who i knew was going
to be a girl. i also knew that this was not a joke and

at thigyva, n(ﬁa ogresgive glea;to move for-

I wa ard agsr:(:ls@soc algoisfno&&not here. not on
christian skate night.

i knew all of this, yet i still asked:

"who is it?"

they parted, like the red sea, and pointed behind them towards a timid brunette
who looked like she was waiting to hear if she was going to live to see her 12th
birthday. she was cute.

i didn't know what to say, so my brain chose for me.

"i'm a girl."

a unison gasp, then various oohs and aahs, followed by a few mumbled apolo-
gies. they skated off to their lady-in-waiting, to tell her the embarrassing news. i

looked away.

i sat alone, digesting what had happened. i remember exactly how i felt, but it's
something that i would never have been able to articulate then.

i was partly crestfallen. they thought i was a boy. i didn't want to be a boy. i
knew that some people thought i looked like one, acted like one. okay. but i
wasn't. i wanted to be me, and it be okay that i was me without being compared
to something else.

i was partly elated. a g i had just asked me to skate with her. well, her four
friends had just asked on her behalf, but same difference. a g i looked at me

Continued on next page...
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During the late summer and fall, you will have the opportunity to
attend a regional gathering to tell your stories,andv 0 i c e

thoughts and observations
phobia and heterosexism in
2011 and to express your

Persons of all sexual orientations and gender identities are invited
to attend a gathering facilitated by trained, skilled leaders, with the

y 0 udation. We hope you will be at both the national conference and
a b o uht conkultadion gathetinig butlifd/e: sre uhablencacond forlthe
T h evhold wekktné, pleas€thy to o s footife Sufidaynferdoan i
h o p e gathériagr

view to collecting useable data on where we are and where we need

to be in the future as we strive to become an intercultural church,
welcoming all people in our church communities. T h i s
tion was mandBeedr by inl2@&tmcbnd
sult “with gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and two-spirited
members of the United Church to discuss homophobia and hetero-
sexism in the church”. The consultation is called to report to Gen-
eral Council 41 in 2012.

The consultation will take

e r i in grder to hear from as many people as possible across the
country. It is being planned by a team of 5 people with the support
of two General Council staff and a professional consultant with

consul

t

extensive experience working with the LGBTT community from an

intercultural perspective, Beth Zemsky. As we proceed with our
plans, we are excited about the opportunity to hear from many

folks, both in the LGBTT community and the heterosexual commu-

nity — the whole people of God — with the hope that, as we listen
and share, we will be strengthened in our resolve to offer radical
hospitality to all.

The first
gus'tat7 Sout {Bmien thamu er
Ave., Ed mo nt o imMhisAvBl follo& the AGVMDUnit-
ed/S’affirmer Ensemble Annual National Conference to be held

regwi bhabeganh&undagy
Uni t-29 CBrian Michell-Wdlkér fR4glhha SK) brimitch@sasktel.net

Your

he

Voi
Nat i

Be Hear
Consul

c e

a onal

Thursday August 4™ to Sunday August 7" 2011 at the same lo-

the future.
Ourplanistoofferot her r egi o mBiitishGa t
lumbia, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, west/central Ontario, eastern
Ontario, Quebec, Prince Edward Island/New Brunswick/Nova
Scotia, and Newfoundland Labrador throughout the fall of 2011.
t a-
Asdates of
through all the Conference Offices, the Affirm United/
S’affirmer Ensemble email list and website, the United Church
of Canada website and through friends. If you have suggestions
for promotion in your area, please contact Alcris Limongi in the
General Council office at alimongi@united-church.ca
form of a series of regio
God’s radical hospitality is for all! How are we doing in The
United Church of Canada? Where do we go from here and

how? Come . . . |l et your Vvoic
open, welcoming and affirmi
Church of Canada.

Planning Team Members are:

Sally Harris (Vancouver BC) docks@shaw.ca

Linda Hutchinson (Kingston ON) hutchinl@kingston.net

Moses Kanhai (Regina SK) kanhaim@accesscomm.ca

Alcris Limongi (GC Office Toronto) alimongi@united-
aftercuslocn, Au-

Judy Sullivan (GC Office Toronto)jsulliva@united-church.ca

Tomboy continued...

and liked me enough to want to skate around in a circle, touching my hand,
maybe even talking to me a little bit.

for years i looked back at that moment and replayed the scene in my mind.
sometimes 1 wished that i hadn't told them that i was a girl - so that i would've
had that 3.2 minutes of heaven. or that maybe i would've told them that i wasn't
allowed to couple skate - that it was against my religion - so that they could still
think that i was a boy, but that now i would be even more desirable by virtue of
my unattainability. perhaps one night i would meet one of them in the dimly lit,
under-supervised arcade, and we would share a kiss next to the pac-man ma-
chine.

but it could not be. my sister's were there with me every week and my develop-
ing body would only ally with my charade for so long. besides, i didn't really
want any girl to like me because she thought i was a boy. i wanted her to like

me because i was...me.

so i guess i'm glad i was honest. i wonder about that girl - the shy brunette - and
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if she felt a spark, after the initial social embarrassment wore off, when she
found out that i was a girl. maybe she somehow knew all along. either way, i
still hold on to that memory and remember what i felt like when i first knew
that a girl liked me.

and to my parents credit, they did let me wear and do what i wanted to most of
the time. although one time i caught my mom trying to iron my rangers t-shirt
and i thought i was going to die. the wrinkleswerep ar t o f.iguels &
did care about fashion...

Pam Rocker

Media and Communications Coordinator
Hillhurst United Church
www.hillhurstunited.com
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Affirm United Membership
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Name/Nom ————

Address/Adresse

Phone/T¢léphone

Email/ Courriel
(q I do not want to be on your email news list. q S’il vous plait me retirer de votre liste de diffusion.)

Congregation/ Paroisse

q This is a new membership. Nouvel abonnement. [ This is a renewal. Réabonnement.

[ As a new member, I am signing here to indicate I support the goals of Affirm United
En tant que nouveau membre, je signe pour indiquer que je soutiens les objectifs/raisons d’étre de S affirmer Ensemble:

[1  Enclosed is my tax-deductible individual/household membership fee of $40 (and a donation of

$ )
Ci-joint une cotisation déductible d’imp6t au montant de 40 § pour adhérer comme individu ou famille
(et un don de $).

[J I cannot afford the membership fee right now, but I want to be a member. Please put me on your list for the year.
Je ne peux pas payer la cotisation d’adhésion présentement, mais je veux étre membre. S’il vous plait me mettre sur votre liste pour

I’année.

[1 I do not want to join just now. Enclosed is my tax-deductible donation of $ )
Je ne suis pas prét-e a devenir membre tout de suite. Mais je désire faire un don déductible d’impdt
de $.

[ Please contact me. I wish to donate to Affirm United via the United Church’s PAR program of preauthorized monthly remittances.
Veuillez communiquer avec moi. Je désire faire mes dons a S’affirmer Ensemble par le programme des contributions pré-autorisées
de I’Eglise Unie.

[ Enclosed is our $100 fee for an institutional membership (e.g., congregation, presbytery, school).
Ci-joint notre paiement de 100 $ pour une adhésion institutionnelle pour I’année (par exemple, congrégation, consistoire, école) .

[1 I would like information about the Affirming Ministries Program and Affirming ministries in my area.
J’aimerais recevoir des renseignements sur le réseau “Communautés inclusives” et la liste de celles de ma région.

N O T EAffirm United’s membership information is kept strictly confidential. It will not be shared with any other organizations or indi-
viduals.

N O T ELes renseignements personnels sur les membres de S’affirmer Ensemble sont strictement confidentiels. Ils ne seront divulgués
a aucune autre personne ou organisation.

Affirm United/S’affirmer Ensemble is a federally registered charity. Our business number is 87449 1772 RR0001.
S’affirmer Ensemble est une ceuvre de charité enregistrée au fédéral. Notre numéro d’entreprise est : 87449 1772 RR0O001.

Affirm United, P.O. Box 57057, Somerset Station, Ottawa ON K1R 1A1
S'affirmer Ensemble, C.P. 57057, succursale Somerset, Ottawa (ON) K1R 1Al
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/Did Jesus Start the Church?

he question was strange to me. The English words have heard of my conversation
were familiar but the way of thinking was foreign to gion, how that beyond measure
me. “Did Jesus intend to start Christianity?”” Jesus and wa ¢Ghleld3). iWhat separated the early Christians
left no writings, save what he wrote with his finger in from the world around them was not their religion, but their
the sand for the sake of a woman accused of adultery. Did Je- membership in a visible entity called the church: i And of t h
sus intend to start a religion called Christianity? The question rest durst no man join himself
continued to perplex me. Jesus’ earliest followers left us their t h e(Mas5:13).
writings, but the words “Christianity” and “religion” are found
nowhere in the New Testament. When people seek to join themselves to the life of the church,
what are they looking for? What drives us to set ourselves apart
What did Jesus intend to start? Turning to scriptures, we see from a secular world that offers up self-serving individualism
the community that bequeathed to us the New Testament had no and materialism as substitutes for life in the Spirit? Isita
doubt in their minds what Jesus intended to leave behind. It was search for a particular theology or teaching? Is it a search for a
e k k | —ehs Grak word for “the church” — a word which ap- community of acceptance and affirmation? Such things are
pears one hundred and ten times in the New Testament. Before admirable, but one need not go to a church to find them. I re-
anything else, the earliest Christians were conscious of them- cently overheard a woman describing her church congregation
selves as members of t h e ¢ [he domnkunity that left us as inclusive and affirming, progressive thinking and dedicated
the New Testament tells us quite simply that upon the descent to social justice. And I then remembered an incident described
of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, the church came in a personal diary from nearly two cen-

turies ago, when the Age of the Enlight-
enment forever crushed the social and

y T h e S p | r Ispifltual fo@deftion of @r(rpeaammure

into being as a visible community of individuals
united by bonds of the Spirit.

But \(zivhlallt ishthe 1cl:hurch? Th}; apostle P?ul c}(l)m— de Scend S Upon eac ] ;itﬁlait(s) rpdl::le) :sézbgilsltl}?g fae g;l\x;i;c})lrtl; o
pared the church to a tree. But more often he  tractual o e 108

referred to it as S 0 mghe Greek word for “a one of us and make Pthe individual. A yqungJudlclal officer
body.” Referring to the church as “a body” im- wh o we ou qathn g tree stqmp(y a darbfqestﬁ(er—
plies organic unity, for two bodies cannot be a ooking the river Sarovka and in earnest
single body. But is organic unity not contrary to he asked St. Seraphim of Sarov, i H 0 w
the natural state of humanity which consists of am .l ht' c acqu Ih r Atr}d imhe H
the self-assertions and self-interests of the indi- answering this question Seraphim’s face
vidual that are zealously guarded by our legal systems? For shone with a brightness that was intolerable to behold.

Paul, the answer is that the church is not only a single body, but The Soirit of G d q N . d mak

a single spirit (1 Cor. 12:11-13; Eph. 4:2-7). In Paul’s teach- ¢ Spirit ot arace descends upon each one ol us and maxes
ings, all church life is a manifestation of the Holy Spirit. Each who we ought to be in the body of Christ’s church. The indi-
manifestation of love and every virtue is the action of a gift of vidual believer seeks new life in the community of the church

the Spirit. St. John Chrysostom, explaining these words “single by means of the perception of the abundant gifts of the Holy
body”saidthatA Paul demands fr om us Sairtwhighagtin gagh sngmbepinapnigye wayj Didyesus

us together, making us i ns e piigdigsiargChristiandyhThe answer igunigiortand. (What a n d o
such complete unity that we lyattesihey weraswepthe qugstiprh gywdghal bnl y
such a love as this producesdWyirfeqatt hoololpy Spirit?o

What distinguishes members of the church from a secular socie- Dushan Bednarsky

ty that is at the best of times indifferent and at the worst of Edmonton, Alberta

times unapologetically hostile to Christianity? In the horrific

wake of the Bolshevik revolution, as rivers of blood began to

flow across the former Russian Empire in the most brutal perse-
cution of Christianity since Roman times, the Orthodox clergy-
man and later martyr Hilarion Troitsky reminded his flock that

the earliest Christians were persecuted not because they fol-

lowed a particular teaching or philosophy, but because they

weret h e ¢ Nouelthehthan Paul himself testified to this
when he described the years before his conversion: “For vy e
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Treasurer W. John Ross . . . .
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D'thea Webster
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dwebster @pshcp.ca
/ Affirming Ministries / Ministeres inclusifs
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Augustine United Chuwrhahl,chWi rsmiimag John #123, -841A8enue NW 421 St. Paul St., Ka
444 Rivewi nviepe,g, MB2RSLWORVworth St., Saimotntlomhn ABNB 6E210V8 (250)3®BIT®
(204)2 280 2T4 (780)25®8B19 www. kamboofgg®dr ch. com

WWw. augustineunitedqlswreo-B 68389 www. uccedm. org/ NewPossibilities/1
profiles/garneau. ht mKingston Road United

Bat hurst United Churpehr TPamr&ntunited Church and Whol e- to
427 Bloor St. W., Tamresmnst cCen@N eM5allXy7ar ycl en Rhodes United ChogbckKinfetont RMAET G
(416)4 97 77 Deer Point Rd. SHEH470 Gerrard St. E, Taneps ®DIOON M4L

Cal gary, Alberta, T2JA36W5 www. kruc. ca
Bedford United Chur chi,t pBegdfwomwd dpuc. ca/ (416)3 4BS
1200 Bedford Hwy, Bedford, NS B4A www. gl enrhodesunited&hoxclynt aedr@muronh
1C3 MEW! 45118t h Street
(902)88BB Eastside United ChurGxlosvenor Park United@dr&hdoerR)7 AMBasso-
www. bedfordunited. cB3M18 Doan Drive katoon (204)5 g4

Regina, SK S4V1iM1 407 Cumberl and Avenue&ww. knoxbrandon.org
Bl oor Street United (@HWwr-o0&%6aTor ont o Saskatoon, SK
300 Bloor St. W., Towwownntld,vi®NsM5S itW3nt(r3e.60-7 B6764 Knox United Church,
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Church, Toronto Harcourt Memorial Uniuead)&Lhmwoch,
Car ol United Chur ch,21ll4a bNra dgchrt Qiivtey. , To rGurettgp,h ON M6R 1L 3 www. knoxunited. ab.ca
PO Box 309 (416)1 B8BDH 87 Dean Ave., Guel ph, ON N1G 1L3
Labrador AQiVt y2,K6NL www. ehpchurch. org (519)4 BR7A McKillop United Chur
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204 Lakeview Avenue 347 Richmond Road, @tatlgwa,y,K OMBK2IRAN 3J6
Poi €€t @aire, QC H9S 40Ek7 (403)1 238338 Metropolitan United
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www. cedarparkunited.wowwy firstunitedchurchottawa. org (416)0BB13

I mmanuel United Chur ebww. Wennhbeed. org
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www. centenaryunited. com
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